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Tuinty-Sixtu ConGRess, Ist Sesston. 





aoreed to the amendment striking out ‘‘forty”’ 1] 
“o : OTT 

and insertung ‘twenty-five. 

, The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is upon the amendment striking out ‘‘forty”’ 
and inserting ** twenty-five. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an- 
other amendment pending to the joint resolution, 
which will be read—an amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. SHANA} 

The Secretary read the amendment; which was 
to strike out, **this resolution shall take effect || 
from the passage thereof,’’ and insert: | 

That the printing executed during the present Congress, | 
for the two Houses of Congress and the Executive Depart- | 
inents, shall be paid for at the rates allowed by this joint 
resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As I offered that amend- 
ment, 1 withdraw itif I can do so; because I think 
the only chance is to adopt the resolution as it 
passed the House. 

’ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is withdrawn; and the question is on order- 
ing the resolution to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was ordered to a third read- | 
ing, was read the third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the | 
Senator will give way until I can make a report | 
which it will not take five minutes to dispose of. | 

Mr. MASON. I have no objection to reports 
being made if they do not consume time, and | 
can retain my motion before the Senate. Other- 
wise, 1 must object. 

Mr. YULEE. I desire to make a report in 
reply to a message of the President, which was 
referred to a committee to-day—a report that 
ought to be acted on. 

Mr. MASON. I think it better to adhere to 
my motion;and when we come out of executive | 

session, gentlemen can make their reports. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 25, noes 19; 
and, after some time spent in the consideration of 
executive business, the doors were reopened. 


CALIFORNIA MAIL SERVICE. 








Mr. YULEE. The Committee on the Post 
Ofice and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
message of the President of the United States, 
‘have directed me to report a joint resolution (S. 
No. 47) providing for the transportation of the 
mail between the Atlantic and Pacific States. I | 
report, by the direction of the committee, this joint 
resolution, which provides for temporary service 
for a period not exceeding two years, but it can 
be made one year, if the Senate prefer. I ask, 
as the only means for providing forthe California | 

} 
| 
| 


mails, the contract for which has now expired, 
that the Senate will allow the resolution to be 
passed, in order that it may be in a condition for 
action by the House on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster | 
in the chair.) The joint resolution will be read 
for information. 

The joint resolution was read the first time, | 
and passed to a second reading. It proposes to 
authorize the Postmaster General to contract for 
the transportation, semi-monthly or tri-monthly, 
in twenty-two days, of a steamer mail, including 
all the printed matter and franked documents, 
between the Atlantic and Pacific States, by steam- 
ships, by the nearestand most expeditious route, 
ata cost not exceeding $400,000 per annum, the 
contract to be limited to a period not exceeding 
two years. ' 

Mr. RICE. I object to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution cannot be read the second time to-day, 
objection being made. 


ELIZABETH SMITH. | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred | 
the bill (H.. R. No, 337) for the relief of Eliza- | 
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beth Smith, of Coffee county, Tennessee, have | 
instructed me to report it back without amend- 
ment, and to recommend its passage. I hope the 


Senate wil! put it on its passage now. There is 


| no objection to it. 


Mr. WILSON. We have been told that the 
President would sign none of these private bills; 
and bills have been kept back that nobody could 
object to, because we did not want to risk them. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessce. I will say to 
the Senator from Massachusetts that this is ¢ 


House bill, and a hard case; and there is no dififi- || 


culty about it. As the President has got in the 
way of vetoing bills, let him pocket it if he will. 
Mr. WILSON. 


will say this: we have been prevented to-day, 


when we had time, from passing several bills of | 


the same character that have passed the House 
of Representatives, because we were told the 
President would not sign them. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
Senator will allow this to be passed. 

Mr. WILSON. I shall not object. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. It is the first 


thing of the kind I have asked. 


I trust the 


JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. ¢. 














Mr. TRUMBULL. Then what are ~ going 
to make by passing a Senate private bill here to- 
night? 


Mr. IVERSON. I did not move to take it up. 


| The Senator from Florida moved it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought the Senator from 
Georgia was insisting, some time ago, that if an 
private business was done we should treat all 
alike. 

Mr. MALLORY. We could pass this bill 
while we are talking about it. 

The question being put upon the motion to take 
up the bill, there were, on a division—ayes 15, 


|| noes 18; no quorum voting. 


I shall not oppose it, but I || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There being | 


no objection, the bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KING. Let the bill be read. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes to 
direct a land warrant for one hundred and sixty 


of Joseph B. Smith, of Coffee county, Tennessee, 
for services rendered in the Army during the war 


with Mexico by her father, Colonel Archibald | 


Yell, of Arkansas. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 


third time, and passed. 
CALVIN REED. 
Mr. MALLORY. JI ask the Senate to take - 
a bill to which I have before endeavored to call 
their attention—Senate bill No. 432, for the relief 
of Chandler S. Emory, sole surviving adminis- 





trator of Calvin Reed, of Duval county, Florida. | 
Mr. MASON. I thought there was some public | 
business to be attended to; but as I find that there | 


is none, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 18, noes 19. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
before the Senate is to take up the bill indicated 
by the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. IVERSON. Before the question is taken, 
I beg leave to explain the.characté¥ of the bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. I did it before, but the Sen- 
ate did not listen on the former occasion. Itisa 


bill reported unanimously from the Committee on 


Claims. 
Mr. IVERSON. My voice is stronger than 
yours, 


Mr. MALLORY. Very well; go on. 
Mr. LVERSON. I trust the Senate will hear 


me. Some time during the Florida war, the Sem- 


| inole war, an officer in command of troops down 


there purchased of Calvin Reed some pine trees 
for the purpose of building a fortification, for 


. r ' 
which he was to give so much per tree. The quar- | 
termaster, however, went out of office, and before | 


he gave a certificate of the amount Mr. Reed died. 
Emory became his administrator, and has peti- 


tioned Congress for the amount. Itis some seven | 


hundred dollars. The trees were delivered on the 


geound. Thereason why the money has not been | 


heretofore paid by the Department is, that the 
certificate of the quartermaster was given after 


| he went out of office; but he has now ore the 


facts by his affidavit, and it is proved by the rec- 
ords of the Land Office that the land from which 
the trees were taken belonged to Reed. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 


of the Senator from Georgia if it is a case stand- || 
better footing than the other forty bills | 


ing on an 
from the House. 

Mr. LVERSON. 
is a Senate bill. 





This is not a House bill; it | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 move that the Senate 


| adjourn. 
; ‘ 
The motion was agreed to—ayes 21, noes 17; 
and the Senate adjourned. 


| 
i! - - 
| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sarurpay, June 23, 1860. 


‘| The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
| following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
| An act (H.R. No. 339) making appropriations 


pr Aa an Y || for the legislative, executive, and padicial ex- 
acres of land to be issued to Elizabeth Smith, wife |} 


penses of the Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1861; 

An act (S. No. 199) to authorize the location 
| of certain warrants for bounty lands heretofore 
issued; and 

An act (8. No. 295) for the relief of William 
B. Shubrick. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by James Bucuanan, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, informing the House that he had 
approved and signed bills of the following titles: 





for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1861; 

An act (H. R. No. 847) authorizing a loan and 
providing for the redemption of Treasury notes; 

An act (H. R. No. 424) for the relief of con- 
gressional township six south, of range eight 
west, in Randolph county, State of Illinois; 

An act (H.R. No.238) for the relief of Robert 
Johnson; 

An act (H.R. No. 189) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of the estate of Charles H. Mason; 

An act (H. R. No, 328) for the relief of Peay 
& Ayliffe; 

An act (II. R. No. 225) for the relief of Eben 
S. Hanscomb; 

An act (H.R. 
M. Clay; 

An act (H.R. 
cey W. Fuller; 

An act (H. R. No. 543) for the relief of Mar- 
garet Whitehead; 

An act (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of Philip 


| An act (H.R. No. 500) making appropriations 
| 


No 240) for the relief of Cassius 


No. 395) for the relief of Chaun- 


Ay act (H. R. No. 195) to confirm certain pri- 
vete land claims in the Territory of New Mexico; 

An act (H. R. No. 118) to confirm certain pri- 
vate land claims in the State of Missouri; 

An act (H. R. No. 44) confirming certain‘and 
entries under the third section of the act of 3d 
March, 1855, entitled ‘*An act making appropria- 
tions for the service of the Post Office Department 


during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1856;”” 


B. Holmes and William Pedrich; 
i 
| 


Olympia, in the Territory of Washington; 

An act (H.R. No. 804) providing for the pun- 
ishment of marshals and deputy marshals of the 
United States, or other ministerial officers, for 
permitting the escape of prisuners in their custody, 
| and nite 

An act (H.R. No. 305) making appropriations 
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for the support of the Army for the year ending 
30th of June, 1861. 


WILLIAM GATES. 
Mr. McRAE. I rise to a privileged question. 


I desire to enter a motion to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill (11. R. No. 107) for the relief 
of Willian Gates, United States Army, was re- 
jected yesterday. 

’ . © _ 

Phe motion was entered, and passed over for | 
the present. 


A. D. BONESTEEL. 


Mr. LARRABEE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to communicate to the House the report of Mr. Prichette, 
who was appointed to investigate certain charges against 
A. D. Bonesteel, indian agent, together with the action of 
the Departnent thereon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend the resolution so as to include the report 
of the counsel for the Indians. 


Mr. LARRABEE. 1! do not object to that. 


The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parron, one of their clerks, notifying the 
House that the President has informed the Sen- 
ate that he has approved bills and joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles: 

A resolution (S. No. 36) for the restoration of | 
Lieutenant Augustus 8S. Baldwin to the active list 
from the leave-of-absence list of the Navy; 

A resolution (S. No. 41) for the relief of Ar- 
thur Edwards and his assotiates; 

An act (S. No. 9) to amend an act for extend- 
ing the laws and judicial system of the United 
States to the State of Oregon, and for other pur- 
poses, } 

Anact (S. No. 100) forthe relief of Samuel H. | 


— 
n act (S. No. 104) for the final adjustment of || 


private land claims in the States of Florida, Lou- 
isiana, and Missouri, and for other purposes; 

Anact(S. No. 190) in relation to mission claims 
of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 

An act (S. No. 291) for the relief of Mary 
Preston, widow of George Preston; : 

An act (S. No. 347) to declare the meaning of | 
the act entitled **An act making further provis- 
ions forthe satisfaction of Virginialand warrants,’? | 
passed August 31, 1852; 

An act (S. No. 411) to authorize the settlement | 
of the accounts of Edward Ely, deceased, late 
consul of the United States at Bombay, on prin- | 
ciples of equity and justice; 

An act (S. No. 444) to change the time of hold- 
ing courts in the northern district of Florida; 

An act (S. No, 448) to carry into effect provis- 
ions of the treaties between the United States and | 
China, Japan, Siam, Persia, and other countries; 
giving certain judicial powers to ministers and 
consuls, or other functionaries of the United States 
in those countries, and for other purposes; 

An act (S. No. 452) for the relief of Sylvester | 
Gray; 

An act (S. No. 488) in relation to malicious | 
injuries to, and trespasses upon, public and _pri- 
vate property within the District of Columbia; 

An act (S. No. 494) amendatory of an act ap- 
proved June 14, 1858, forthe relief of Sherlock & 
Shirley; 

An act (S. No. 495) for the relief of David | 
Waldo; | 

An act (S. No. 498) to amend an act entitled 
“An act for giving effect to certain treaty stipu- 
lations between this and foreignGovernments for 
the apprehension and delivering up of certain of- | 
fenders;”’ 

An act (S. No. 500) for the relief of Lieutenant 
William H. Winder, of the United States Are 


3 
An act (S. No. 507) for the relief of the Cali- 


TH 


| location of certain private land claims in the State 





| business to be on ordering the main question on 








‘ | 
fornia Stage Company; 


An act (S. No. 508) for the rebief of William || 
Nelson; 

An act (S. No. 509) to grant to the city of Port 
Huron, Michigan, a part of the military reserva- 
tion of Fort Gratiot, for the enlargement of the 
city cemetery of that place; | 

Kn act (S. No. 206) for the relief of Emily G. |, 
Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased; 
and Nancy M. Johnson, administratrix of Walter 
R. Johnson, deceased; and 


: ms : ; ~| 
_ An act (S. No. 307) to repeal the second sec- | 
tion and other portions of an act passed the 2d of | 
June, 1858, entitled ** An act to provide for the 


: : 
That the Senate have passed, without amend- | 


ment, bills of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 848) authorizing the issue 
of a register for the brig Charles EL. Jordon; 

An act (H.R. No. 814) providing for the erec- 
tion of a post office in the city of Philadelphia; | 
An act (H.R. No. 511) for the relief of E. 
George Squier, of New York; | 

An act (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of Isaac | 
S. Smith, of Syracuse, New York; and 

An act (H. R. No. 622) to authorize notaries 
public in the District of Columbia to take ac- 
knowledgments of deeds of conveyance of real | 
and personal estate therein. 

That the Senate have also passed bills of the 
following titles, in which he was instructed to 
ask the concurrence of the House: 

An act (No. 395) for the relief of Samuel | 
| 
| 


Worster; and 
An act (No. 474) to provide for the payment 
of the claim of J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter 
Bargy, jr., and Hugh Stewart. 
Mr. STANTON. 


I now call for the regular 
order of business. 


J. & R. H. PORTER AND OTHERS. 
The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 


the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 849) for the | 
relief of J. & R. H. Porter, J. C. Irvine & Co., | 
and Charles Perry & Co. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOARD called for tellers on the passage 
of the bill. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hoarp and 
Dunn were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes 90, noes 31. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CAPTURED AFRICANS. 
Mr. BONHAM. I! desire to introduce a reso- | 


lution for obtaining information which I am sure 
every gentleman will be desirous to have. I ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to submit 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to furnish to Congress at the beginning of its next | 
regular session, all the information in possession of this 
Government, and also all that can be obtained in the mean 
time, through our consular and diplomatic agents abroad, 
as to the disposition by the British Government of the Atri- 
cans captured from slavers by the British navy ; and alsoas 
to the disposition by that Government of the officers and 
crews of those slavers. 

There bein# no objection, the resolution was 
read, considered, and adopted 


MAINE LAND TITLES. 
Mr.WASHBURN, of Maine. Lhave notsought | 


the floor for the purpose of asking the House at | 
this time to pass any bill. But there is a bill on 
your Calendar, inthe Committee of the Whole, in 
which some of my constituents feel a deep inter- 
est, and | desire that a resolution may be passed | 
which will enable the House to consider the bill at 
the next session of Congress. I ask the unani- 
mous consentof the House to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House be suspended, and | 
that the Committee of the Whole House be discharged trom 
the further consideration of Senate bill No. 191, **to pro- | 
vide for the quieting of certain land titles in the late dis- | 
puted territory in the State of Maine, and for other pur- 
voses,’? and that it be postponed to the second Friday in 

Jecember next, when it may be considered in the House, 
the rules being suspended for that purpose. 


| 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say to the gen- | 
tleman from Maine that I have examined those 
claims, and, in my opinion, it will be utterly im- 

possible for the officers of the Government to pass 





in judgment upon those claims under any law 
that we may pass. They ought to go before the 
Court of Claims, or some other judicial tribunal 
which may examine them maturely. I venture 
to say that if this bill is taken up and passed in 


the House, not ten members will understand the 


questions in issue. [ must object to. this matter, 


B_CONGRESSION AL GLOBE. 
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| i . . 
| being made the special order for any particula- 
day. — 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


I do not ber 


f Missouri, and for other ; ” i| pa that it shall be made a special order at 
; OTL ssourl, ¢ or otne yurposes, i 


| [ merely propose ao it shall be placed ina pos). 
| tion where it can be properly considered, both by 
the gentleman from Georgia and every other oy, 

| tleman in the House. I desire simply to say that 
| this bill was reported in the Senate by the X, 7 
| tor from Georgia. It has twice passed the Soy... 
. \ rite 
unanimously, It has passed the Committes 
| Claims in this House; and I now ask that th. bill 
| may be placed ina position where it nfay be ee 
| sidered in the House at the next session. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I will say to tie 
man from Maine that I do not care how ym 
| ports may have been made in its favor, ni 
| many times it may have passed the Senay, I 
have examined the bill; and I object to its beiye 
brought before the House. > 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to joke 
pend the rules. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I object to the consider. 
ation of the bill being set down for any particular 
day, because the previous question may be moyed 
and no consideration be had by anybody jn ¢)), 
House. ; 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. [ can asayyo 
the gentleman from Georgia that he, and every 
other gentleman who desires it, shall have fy)! 
opportunity of discussing the bill. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Main. 
may be dead at that ime; he may have a fir: |, 
may be, as is suggested to me, the Governor of 
Maine at that time; so that his assurance cayyor 
insure such a consideration of the bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 must object to debate. 

Mr. WALTON. Asa member of the Com- 
mittee of Claims, which reported this bil!, | ¢>- 
sire to say a word before the question is taken on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No discus- 
sion is in order upon a motion to suspend the 
rules; and [ must object to any further debate. 

Mr. HOARD. Asa member of the Commit- 
tee of Claims, which reported this bill, I desire to 
say that the report was not unanimous. ‘The vor 
on itin committee was five for it and four against it. 

Mr. KEITT. I call for tellers on the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Barr and 
| Srratron appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes sixty-one. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demaniled the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 58; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Charles F, Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Deale,* 
Bingham, Francis P. Biair, Blake, Brayton, Budivion, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carcy. ¢ 
ter; Case, Colfax, Corwin, Davidson, H. Winter Davy 
Delano, Duna, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Perry, Foster, Preuc, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison liar, 
Hatton, Helmick, William Howard, William A. Howard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Kenyon, Killinger, Larrabee, D 
Witt C. Leach, Loomis, Maliory, Marston, Maynard. Me- 
Kean, McKnight, Moorhead, Merrill, Edward Joy Mors, 
Morse, Nelson, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgw es, 
Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Tappan, Pin aher, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Bilin 5. 
Washburne, Israel Washbura, Webster, Wells, and Wood 
ruff—B83. ne 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Avery, Barksdale, Boeoek, Bon 
ham. Boyce, Branch, Bristow, Burnett,Clopton, Coby. 00% 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, Ednsicd 
son, Farnsworth, Garnett, Gartrell, John T. Harcis. lioard, 
Houston, Hughes, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kilgore, La: 
drum, James M. Leach, Leake, Lové, Maclay, Charles 
Martin, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Niblack, Pendicto 
Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, hits, 
Ruffin, Rust, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Jaues 
A. Stewart, Stokes, ‘T'aylor, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, 
Winslow, and Wright—5s. 1 

So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
not having voted therefor.) 


| Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. McQUEEN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Asumore, had been called home by a dispatch 
received last evening, informing him of sickvess 


gentle. 


any re. 


Yr how 





in his family. ' 
Mr. PERRY said that Mr. Trimsie was 0 
sent from the House in consequence of sickness 
in his family. 
Mr. SPINNER stated that Mr. Ler had pares 
with Mr. Siexxes forthe remainder of the session. 
Mr. LOVE stated that Mr. Unverwoop aud 
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ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 848) authorizing the issue 
ofa register for the brig Charles H. Jordan; 

an act (H. R. No. 622) to authorize notaries 
oublic in the District of Columbia to take acknow!- 
odom nts of deeds of conveyance of real and: per- 
onal estate therein; 

"An act (H. R. No. 511) ‘for the relief of E. 
George Squier, of New York; 

An act (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of Isaac 
§. Smith, of Syracuse, New York; and 

An act (H. R. No. 814) providing for the erec- 
tien of a post office in the city of Philadelphia. 

WILLIAM BURNS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Committee 
of the Whole House be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of House bill No. 451, grant- 
ing aninvalid pension to William Burns, of Ohio. 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

“he bill was read in extenso. It directs that 
William Burns, of Richland county, Ohio, first 
lieutenant in Captain Flannegan’s company of 
Pennsylvania volunteers, in the war of 1812, be 


. a . ** . . | 
place don the roll of invalid pensioners, at four | 
dollars per month, during his natural life, com- | 


mencing on the Ist of January, 1860. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to insert in plage of 
four dollars a month, seventeen dollars a month. 
The pension in the bill is the pay pension of a 
private, and the amendment I offer inserts the 
yension which belongs to the rank of lieutenant. 
i is a proper amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REISSUE OF CERTAIN LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the House to 


take up the amendment of the Senate to the bill | 
of the House No. 807, to authorize the reissue of | 
land warrants in certain cases, and for other pur- || tion Le ‘ 
| the District of Columbia, which provides for a 


poses. 

There was no objection. 

The Senate amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out the following section: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the act enti- 
tled ‘An act to provide for satisfying claims for bounty 
lands for military services in the late war with Great Brit 
ain, and for other purposes,’ approved July 27, 1842, and 


also the two acts approved January 27, 1835, therein and | 


thereby revived, shall be, and the same are hereby, revived 
and continued in force from and after the 26th day of June, 
1858, when the same expired by limitation.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. .The bill passed yes- 
terday contains exactly the same provision, and 
hence it is unnecessary here. I move that the 
Senate amendment be concurred in. 

ry’ . 

The motion was agreed to. 


LIEUTENANT GEORGE WALTON. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House be discharged from 
the further consideration of House bill No. 688, 
for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant George 
Walton. 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The bill was read in extenso. It directs the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to in- 
vestigate the claim of the heirs-at-law of Lieuten- 
ant George Walton, deceased, late of Georgia; 
and if he should find they were entitled to bounty 
land for revolutionary services under the laws of 
Virginia, and that they failed to procure the same 
for the reason that the papers which established 
their right had been mislaid in the Pension Office, 
that he issue to them a warrant or warrants for 
such number of‘acres as they may be entitled to 
under the bounty land laws of Virginia. 

Mr EDMUNDSON. I move to strike ont the 
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| try is at stake. 
| Y am opposed to constructing a bridge with a 
| draw when by going a few miles further one can 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
name of George Walton, where it occurs, and to | 
insert in lieu thereof the words, ** Elizabeth Wal- || 
ton, the widow of Thomas Walton.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time; and being en- || 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, || 
and passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 1] 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. | 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that the | 
Committee of the Whole House be discharged 
from the further consideration of House bill No. | 
825, to extend the Alexandria and Washington 
railroad into the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move, then, that 
the rules be suspended, for the purpose I have 
indicated. 

The bill was read in extenso. It authorizes the 
Alexandriaand Washington Railroad Company to | 
extend their road from the southern terminus of 
the Long Bridge, to which it is now constructed, 
and to lay their track over said bridge into Wash- | 
ington city, and to connect with the Washington | 
branch of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, at their 
depot, by Maryland avenue, First street, and In- 
diana avenue, the same being the route along 
which the track of the Alexandria and Washing- 


| 
1} 





i} 
ton railroad is now laid from the Long Bridge to | 
\| 


the Baltimore depot; and also to lay a branch 
track from their road on Maryland avenue along || 
Seventh street, as far as the Washington city | 
canal, and to operate the same with horse power || 
and city railroad cars; and it requires said com- || 
pany, at their own cost, to alter and improve | 
the draws of said bridge, and also to improve and || 
strengthen the bridge in order to insure the safe || 


| 
| 
| 
| 


passage of their cars and other vehicles; the com- || 


pany so laying their track as not to impede the | 
common travel; provided, however, that nothing | 
therein contained shall be so construed as to pre- | 
vent Congress from removing the Long Bridge || 
whenever it shall be its pleasure to do so; and || 
provided, also, that Congress shall have power to || 
alter,amend, or repeal the act atitsown pleasure. || 
Mr. HOUSTON. I understood, from the read- | 
ing of the bill, that it proposes that this road shall 


cross Pennsylvania avenue near the west Capitol || . 


gate. There was a proposition up the other day, | 
on motion of the chairman of the Committee for | 


tunnel from somewhere near the depot. That will 
accomplish the purpose aimed at by this bill; and | 
if the gentleman will substitute that proposition | 
for this I will go with him. |) 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. With the indulg- | 
ence of the House, I will make a remark or two. || 
Mr. CURTIS. Lobject to a speech on that || 
side unless we can have an opportunity to reply. | 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Iam askeda ques- 
tion, and I want to answer it. 
Mr. CURTIS. 1 will not object if I can be |} 
allowed to oppose this bill. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will have no ob- 
jection to that. ‘The fortune of the man concerned 
is at stake. 


Mr. CURTIS. 


| 


The fortune of the whole coun- 
We want bridges without draws. 


be put up without a draw. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Iam anxious to 
see the bill referred to by the gentleman from Al- 
abama also passed. I would like to move a sus- 
pension in that case. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 am inclined to vote for | 
this, provided the company will promise to check || 
baggage through, and not charge more than double || 
fare. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. They will do any- 
thing in the world that is fair. If I am allowed 
to make a bricf statement, I think that I can re-~ || 
lieve the bill of all objection. | 

Mr. CURTIS. There is not time to give a fair | 
heating to a proposition of so much importance. | 

} 


| 


The question was put; and the rules were not 
suspended 
F 
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WILLIAM A. LINN’S ESTATE. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I ask the unani- 


| mous consent of the House to discharge the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House from the further con- 


sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 818) for the relief 
of William A. Linn’s estate. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to satisfy, out of any money in 


| the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, a judg- 


ment rendered by the circuit court in and for the 
county of St. Louis, Missouri, at its October term 
of 1857, in favor of Thomas C. Reynolds, and 
against the late William A. Linn, for services in 
defending Linn in a suit brought against him by 
William H. Belcher and Charles Belcher, on ac- 
count of acts done by Linn as an officer of the 
United States; and also pay to Reynolds a like 
additional sum in satisfaction of his demand in 
another suit brought by him in the St. Louis court 


| ofcommon pleas, in and forthe county of St. Louis, 


against Linn, and now pending arainst Linn’s 
administrator, for other like services in defending 


| Linn, and that such sums shall be in full of all 


demands of Reynolds for his services rendered in 


| the suits. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. BRANCH called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Brayton and 
Brancu were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-one, noes not counted. 

So the rules were suspended; and the bill was 


| brought before the House for consideration. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


/ read a third time; and. being engrossed, it was 


accotdingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and alse 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


J. B. DADE. 

Mr. RICE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 
House bill No. 559. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. Lask the gentleman to 
yield amoment, to allow me to introduce a reso- 
lution; and if there is any objection, 1 will with- 


| draw it. 


Mr. RICE. [will yield, with that understand- 
ing. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON then offered the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the [ouse of Representa 
tives be directed to pay to J. B. Dade three dollars per day 
during his services, deducting therefrom §L 50 per day 


| heretotore paid. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1] object. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. 1 move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose the gentleman 
from Virginia has not the floor; and, therefére, 
the resolution is not before the House. 

HARRIET 8. WYMAN. 

Mr. RICE. I believe I am entitled to the floor, 
I move that the Committee of the Whole House 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 559) granting a pension to 
Harrict 8. Wyman, widow of Captain Thomas 


W. Wyman, post captain in the naval service of 


the Unit d States. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Harriet S. 
W yman on the invalid pension rolls of the United 
States at the rate of twenty dollars per month, to 
commence from the 24th of February, 1854, and 
to continue during her natural life. 

Mr. HOUSTON « I object. 

Mr. RICE. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for tellers upon the sus- 
pension of the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; ar.d Messrs. Brancu and 
Marston were appointed. 

The House digided; and the tellers reported— 
‘ayes 85, noes 34 
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So the rules were suspended; and the bill was 
brought before the House for consideration. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Parrow, one of their clerks, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (No. 


THE CONGRESSIO 


| 


474) to provide for the payment of the claim of | 


J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy, jr., and || 


Hugh Stewart; in which he was directed w ask 
the concurrence of the House. 


HARRIET 8. WYMAN—-AGAIN. 


Mr. RICE. 1 move to amend the bill in the 
fifth line by substituting ‘ fifty”? for * twenty;”’ 
so that the pension shall be at the rate of fifty dol- 
lars per month, instead of twenty dollars. It is 
the correction of a mere typographical error. 

Mr. BRANCH. It is for the correction of a 


i| 








| for seven years back ? 
Mr. RICE. I understand that it does. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then why is this case brought 
| before Congress, instead of being taken to the Pen- 
| sion department? 

Mr. RICE. ‘That I cannot explain, sir. 
| colleague [Mr. Detano] will explain it. 
Mr. BRANCH. 


House whether, when the House is on the eve of 


egitimate question of the gentleman reporting the 
| bill, and he cannot explain the bill and cannot 


| give any information, that is not proof that we 


typographical error, the gentleman says. I would | 


like to ask the gentleman whether the bill, as re- 
orted, contained ** fifty’’ or ** twenty ?”’ 

Mr. RICE. The bill was amended in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole by substituting * fifty’’ for 
**twenty.’’ 

Mr. DELANO. I can explain the matter to 
the satisfaction of the House in one word. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is that in order? 

Mr. BRANCH. Lasked a legitimate question 
for information. 

Mr. DELANO. 1 will occupy the floor no 
further than is necessary for explanation. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is what I 
obje ct to, 

Mr. DELANO. This bill was before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House,-reported by Mr. 
Fenton. He then stated to the committee that 
it was a mere clerical error; that * twenty’’ had 
been put in the bill by mistake, instead of * fifty ;”’ 
that the law knows no such rate of pension as 
twenty dollars per month for services of the grade 
held by her husband. Upon that statement, the 
Committee of the Whole adopted the amendment 
inserting **fifty’’ in the place of * twenty.” 

Mr. COX. Why should the pension go back 
to 1854; 

Mr. DELANO. Because, upon the true con- 
struction of the law, where a naval officer dies in 
the service in consequence of disease contracted 
in the line of his duty, his widow shall have a 
pension from the day of lus death; and to make 
this pension twenty dollars per month would put 
this widow upon an unequal footing with all other 
widows of officers who coed died in the service. 

Mr. BRANCH. It appears, then, that what 
the gentleman who moved this amendment spoke 
of as a typographical error, is not an error at all; 
thatthe Committee on Pensions adopted * twenty”’ 
dollars as the proper sum, but that they subse- 
quently somnidnoed the matter, and agreed to sub- 
stitute ** fifty’? in lieu of it. 

The gentleman says he wishes tomakeachange, 


are passing bills here now unwisely, and without 
| any of that sort of information which we ought | 
to have before acting on them? We may, ina | 


_day’s session, such as this, establish precedents 
| committing the Government to hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars; and those precedents may be 


|| established because gentlemen have not informa- 


because there is no such pension known to the | 


law as ** twenty”’ dollars a month for that grade 
of service. 
pension is known to the law as twenty dollars a 


I undertake to say, that if no such || 


month, this is a most extraordinary amount, and | 


that there are but few cases in the whole of our | 
legislation in which we have granted fifty dollars | 


a month for that grade of service. 

in addition to that, I wish to call the attention 
of the House to another matter. 
perene to carry this pension back ta 1854. 

here will be thus about seven years’ back pen- 
sion under the bill; and you will therefore give 
to this party, to start with, $4,200, and then $600 
per annum for the balance of her life. The whole 
purpose of the pension system is perverted by 
this practice of giving back pensions, and voting 
into the pockets of parties large sums of money 
in the nature of arrears. . 

The object of the pension system of the Gov- 
ernment, and the aaa object of it, is to support 
in comfort, when they are unable to take care of 
themselves, old soldiers and their widows and 
families, who have suffered in the service of the 
country. It never was the design of those who 
originated this pension system to make any sol- 
dier or any soldiers’ widows or heirs rich by voting 


large sums into their pockets on the pretense of || 


arrear 


Mr. 


es of pension. 


The gentleman || 


| tion and those having chatge of the bills are not 
eae to furnish the information necessary to 
understand them. 

Mr. DELANO. 
tleman from North Carolina should say that we 
are not ready to give him information. I have 
stated that the chairman of the Committee on In- 
| valid Pensions, who reported this bill, stated in 
| Committee of the Whole House, when it was 
| under consideration, that it was a mere clerical 
error—that the committee reported twenty dollars 
instead of fifty dollars. The gentleman knows, 
and every member of the Committee on Invalid 


The 


, uated according to the rank of the officer. 


| chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, | 
the moment that he discovered his error, corrected | 
the bill; he broaght it to the notice of the House, | 


and the House, by a vote of eighty to some thirty, 
adopted the amendment; and they adopted it be- 
cause the chairman of the committee intimated 
that there was no such pension known as a pen- 
sion of twenty dollars, or anything short of fifty 


If the House should reject this amendment, they 
| would place the widow of this officer upon an in- 


cers of the same rank who have died since the 
pension law was enacted. I appeal to the sense 
of justice of gentlemen, and ask if that is right? 
Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman expresses 
surprise 
Mr. DELANO. 
| I have satisfied the House that the amount pro- 
posed by the amendment is right. Now, as to 
| the reason for going back, it is because the gen- 
eral law says that, when a naval officer has died 
in the discharge of his duty, his widow shall be 
entitled to the pension appropriate to his rank 
from the time of his decease. Now, this widow 
comes here and shows to the committee and to 
this House that her husband served from 1810, 
through the war of 1812, down to 1854, and was 
as faithful an officer as ever trod the deck of a 
| man-of-war; and since that time she has been 
seeking, first from the Pension department, and 
now from Congress, the pension appropriate to 
her husband’s rank. 
| Mr. HOARD. I desire to ask one question. 
| If this rate of pension is allowed to the widows 
of officers of this rank, what is the need of special 
legislation? 


‘Mr. DELANO. I Willexplain that. She comes 





' 
| those who apply for pensions at the Department 
| are turned over here for relief, instead of receiving 
| the relief that is due to them from the Department. 

Mr. HOARD. Is there any law giving apen- 
| sion of fifty dollars? 

Mr. DELANO. There is a law giving fifty 
| dollars a month to a captain of the Navy; and I 
| challenge any gentleman familiar with the pen- 
| sion laws to controvert this. There is no ques- 
| tion about that. 
| Mr. BUFFINTON. 
tion. 

| Mr. BRANCH." I have the floor. [ only 
| yielded it temporarily. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts expresses surprise that I should say 
| that gentlemen are not prepared to give informa- 


I call the previous qnes- 


ICE. The bill asks nothing more than || tion. Why, sir, I have yielded him the floor for 


what thr, law allows to officers of the rank which || the purpose of getting an answer to the question 


was held by Captain Wyman. 


that I propounded. I have allowed him to con- 


NAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BRANCH. Docs the law allow arrearages || sume as much time as he desired 


My. 
Well, now, I submit to the | 


oo a bill, and a member gets up and asks a | 


I am surprised that the gen- || 


Pensions knows, that the rate of pension is grad- | 


dollars, for the rank of post captain in the Navy. | 


equality with the widows of all other naval offi- || 


I have not done yet. [think | 


| here for the same reason that three fourths of 








June 23. 


A : »in order that 
he might give a response to the question | pro- 


pounded, and he has not yet answered it. 

Mr. DELANO. Well, what is it, sir? 

Mr. BRANCH. The question that | pri 
pounded was, why, if this is a meritorio a 
does this widow have to come to Cy 
Why does notshe go before the Commissioner of 
Pensions? In reply, the gentleman says, for th. 
same reason that brings here two thirds of the 
cases that do come before Congress, 

Mr. DELANO. Does the gentleman desire 
an answer to his question now? 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like to know wha 
that reason is, ‘The reason, according to my ob. 
servation, that brings parties before Congress jn 
this sort of way, is, that they either have no cag). 
at all, or they cannot make out their cages |, 
"any testimony that any responsible officer of this 

Government will accept. They come before Co}. 
gress because, upon.days and occasions like this 
they can get their bills through on testimony that 
no responsible man, no responsible officer of th» 
Government, would accept as sufficient to pass the 
case. It appears that this case has been taken yp 
by this House once before in the Committee of 
the Whole House. The gentleman says that, jy 
the Committee of the Whoie House, the bill was 
/ amended so as to increase the amount from twent 
to fifty dollars per month. Why did not the Con. 
| mittee of the Whole House, when it had the bj)! 
| wp, and when it could not be eut off by any point 
|| of order, or in any other way; when the friends 
of the bill had itin their power to press it through— 
' 
| 
j 
! 


us Case, 
ONZregs } 


8 





why was it that, after it had been amended, it 
was allowed to fall until here, on the eve of tho 
close of the session, when the House is in confy- 
sion, when it is impossible for two thirds of the 
members to know what is being done, it is brought 
up On a motion to suspend the rules with a view 
|, to put it on its passage? When it was in the 
| Committee of the Whole House, we had an op- 
|| portunity to discuss it. Was it discussed there, 
| and exposed in such a way as to show the House 
|| that it ought not to pass?” I have no recollection 
of the case; but the circumstances are very well 
| calculated to make us believe that the Committee 
| of the Whole House did not think it a meritori- 
|| ous claim, and was not willing to pass it. It has 
|| been kept back until itcan be got through the 


' 


'| House in this way, when it is utterly impossible 





| forusto legislate intelligibly and understandingly; 
}and when I call upon the gentleman who has 
| called up thes bill, and has moved to put it upon 
| its passage, to give the reasons why it is a mer- 
| itorious case, and why this party did not get a 
| pension at the Department, he is still unable to 
tell us, or does not tell us, why it should pass. 
My experience at the Pension Office—and | 
have, perhaps, had as little experience there as 
almost any gentleman upon this floor; but the 
few transactions I have had at that office have im- 
pressed me with the belief—and I take pe 
in stating it here, publicly—that the gentleman at 
| the head of that office, with whom I have no per- 
sonal acquaintance, except froma few official calls 
made on business, is one of the most intelligent, 
faithful, and prompt officers of this Government. 
I do not believe thm just and good claims, that 
| are supported by testimony that a responsible 
officer ought to regard, will be rejected by him; 
and when I find cases here before Congress, un- 
less gentlemen can give sufficient reasons why 
they should pass, if they have been rejected a 
that office, lam bound to presume that it must 
be for want of merit. I now yield the floor. 
Mr. DELANO. I thought I had answered 
every objection made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina. I will state to the>gentleman 
the reason why the bill did not pass in Commit- 
tee of the Whole House when the amendment 
made. It was because, just at that point 


| 





when everybody supposed that the bill would 
pass because of its great merits, a gentleman 00 
the other side of the House, who has been oftener 
on the floor objecting to bills of this characte! 
than any other gentleman, rose and said, at the 
last moment, ‘I object;” and that is the honor 
able gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Jones.] ‘This! 
is the only reason that I know of why it has no! 
passed. : 

Now, sir, in reply to the remark of the -. 
tleman, that this claim was not allowed in te 
Pension Office, I will merely say that | am pet 
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cnaded the ease was never considered in the Pen- 
~ay Office; not because they had not evidence 
veh before them, but because they were un- 


ot ne to consider it. The question for this House 
Lat eee ° 


|| was accordingly read the thi 


., determine is whether this naval officer died in | 


line of his duty. 
rae the war of 1812; that he was a well man 
down to 1850; that then he was 
India station, and that, from his exposure there, 
and his sudden transfer to the naval station in the 
extreme northeast of the country, at Kittery, 
Maine, he contracted the disease of which he 


died. 


Now, sir, the evidence is | 
that he entered the service in 1810; that he | 


sent to an East | 


There were four surgeons who testified to | 


the fact that he died from disease contracted in the | 


line of his duty. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
four physicians submitted to the Commissioner 
of Pensions? 
“Mr. DELANO. I presume so. 
Mr. BRANCH. If it was, I should like to 
know on what ground he rejected the claim? 


Mr. DELANO. The claim was rejected at the 


Pension Office, as | understand it, upon the ground | 


that the evidence did not show specifically the 
exact time when the disease was ceded dad 
all the circumstances connected with its being con- 
tracted. A more absurd and preposterous prop- 
osition, it seems to me, was never made. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then l understand the fact to 
be this: this case was brought before the Com- 


because the testimony was not sufficient to estab- 
lished the factson whicha pension could be legally 
based. And this House is called on to reverse 
the decision of the Commissioner upon this insuf- 


ficient evidence. 

Mr. DELANO. Thecommissioner rejected it, 
because he was too lazy to consider it. { believe 
that is the true state of facts. 

Mr. RICE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. JONES. 
seconded, I desire to say one word. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts has seen proper to read 
mea lecture for objecting to this bill. I say to 
the gentleman that I thank him for the compli- 
ment, and that L have not only objected to this 
bill, but to a great many other stealing bills. The 
very fact that they could not get their cases be- 
fore the Departments is prima facie evidence that 
they are not good cases. Whenever | have ob- 
jected to such bills, I am not only willing to take 
the responsibility of the act, but lam proud of 
the honor. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 56, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Bing- 
ham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Brabson, 
Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Coliax, H. Win 


ter Davis, John G. Davis, Delano, Duell, Edmundson, Ed- || 


3efore the previous question is | 





Was the testimony of those 
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The bill, as amended, ws 
grossedand read a third time; wid beingengrossed, 
1 ‘d time. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like the consentof the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to strike out so 
much of the bill as makes the pension date from 
1854, and allow it to commence with the current 
year, so as to make it conform to all the other 
pension bills. If the bill is so amended, I will not 
object to it. 

Mr. RICE. The bill has been read the third 
time, and cannot be amended. “4 move the previ- 
ous question on its passage. 

The previous question vras seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virgima, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill, 

The yeas and nays were notordered, only eight 
voting therefor. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. RICE moved to,rcconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider uy on the table. 

The latter raotion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
»~Mr. DAVIDSON, from tie Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported that the Committee had 


wards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Foster, Prank, Gooch, Grow, | 


aurley, Hale, Helmick, William Howard, Hughes, Hum- 
phrey, Hutchins, Francis W. Kellogg, Killinger, DeWittC. 
Leach, Loomis, Maclay, Marston, McKean, McKnight, 


McPherson, Millson, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Mor- | 


ris, Nelson, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christopher | 


Robison, Royce, Scranton, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stevens, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel, Washburn, and Woodruti—77. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Avery, Bocock, Bonham, Bovee, 
Branch, Bristow, Burnett, Carey, Clopton, Cobb, Cox, Bur- 


ton Craige, Curry, English, Etheridge, Garnett Gartrell, | 


Gilmer, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hoard, Houston, 
Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, Larrabee, James M. 
Leach, Leake, Love, Mallory, Maynard, McQueen, Miles, 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, 
Reagan, Riggs, Ruffin, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N.H. Smith, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, Thomas, Val- 
landigham, Vance, Wells, and Wright—56. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Before the vote was announced, Mr. Howarp, 


of Michigan, stated that he had paired with Mr. 
Crawrorp on this vote. 


Mr. MAYNARD said that, upon examination, | 


he had been unable to find any law granting fifty 
dollars a month pension to the widow of a naval 


officer, and he should therefore be compelled to 
Vote ** no.”? 


Mr. McQUEEN stated that Mr. Asumoreand | 


Mr. Kircore had paired for the day. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 








examined and found truly enrolled an act (FH. 
R. No. 807) to authorize the reissue of land war- 
rants in certain cases, and for other purposes; 


° ° . ° ° ii > » Sne ° sig > Sc a 
missioner of Pensions, and the application rejected || when the Speaker signed the sam¢ 


J. B. DADE. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON. I ask the consent of the 


House to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay to J. B. Dade 
three dollars per day during his*‘service, deducting the 
$1 50 per day which has been heretofore paid him. 

Mr. ALLEN, [object to that resolution. This 
man has already been paid $1 50 a day for per- 
forming no useful service. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON moved to suspend the 
rules, 

The question was taken; and the Speaker de- 
cided the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON called for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON called for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE called for tellers on suspend- 
ing the rules. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The rules were not suspended, (two thirds not 
having voted therefor.) 

AIR-TIGHT M/ IL BAGS. 
Mr. POTTER. 


I move that the Committee of 


the Whole House be discharged from the further | 
consideration of House bil! No. 519, authorizing | 


and directing the Postmaster General to purchase 
and test H. Allen’s water-proof and air-tight mail 
bags. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will not the Post- 
master General authorize the purchase of such 
bags as the Post Office wants? Is it necessary 
then to direct the Executive Departments in this 
way? 

Mr. BURNETT. [ object. 

Mr. POTTER. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose I have indicated. 


Mr. BURNETT. I demend the yeas and nays | 


on that motion. 

The bill was read in extenso. It directs the Post- 
master General to purchase of Harvey Allen, of 
Wisconsin, water and air-tight mail bags, provided 
the cost of the bags shall not exceed ten dollars 
each for the various sizes }equired for the postal 
service, and the purchase shall be of an equal 
number of each size; and provided the bags shall 
be water and air-tight, with self-locking steel 
clasps, tongued and grooved, and delivered with- 
out further cost or charge at such point in the 
United States as the Postmaster General shall di- 
rect; and it provides that upon receiving the first 
thousand of the mail bags, the Postmaster Gen- 


| eral shall put them into service upon the Califor- 


nia and such other mail-routes as will best test 
their comparative merits with the mail bags now 
in use. 

[It appears from the report that Mr. Allen in- 
vented a water-proof andair-tight mail bag, which 
he exhibited to the Postmaster Genera! in the 





$$. 





| spring of 1852, and asked to have it introduced 


into the public service. Mr. Hall, then Post- 
master General, referred the subject to Mr. W. 
A. Bradley, then postmaster at Washington city, 
who reported that from the experiments he had 
witnessed with this bag, it was an improvement 
on the bags used in the public service, and recom- 
mended their introduction on the California routes, 
Mr. Bradley testifies that he distinetly recollects 
that he examined the a by request of the 
Postmaster General, Hall, and afterwards fur- 
nished an estimate to Mr, Allen of the number 
and size of the bags required on the California 
routes, at the request of Mr. Hall, who, in a few 
days thereafter, retired from the Department, and 
was succeeded by Mr. Hubbard. Mr. Bradley 
says he supposed, from what he remembers, that 
Mr. Allen had received orders from the Depart- 
ment to manufacture the number of bags required 
for the California service, and had received * the 
reward due to his ingenuity.’’ When referred to 
| afterwards, Mr. Hall only recollects agreeing to 
test the utility of Allen’s mail bags on the Cali- 
| fornia route, but is quite clear that he did not 
enter on any contract with him which justified 
large expenditures, relying upon reimbursements 
from the Department. After Mr. Hubbard came 
into office, he said the article was much needed, 
and he would secure enough to test them, and if 
they proved satisfactory, he would adopt them on 
| the mail route to California. 

It seems that, under these assurances, as Mr. 
Allen understood them, he went on to manufac- 
ture a quantity of his mail bags of the size adapted 
to the California service, and to prepare himself 
for the manufacture of the article on an extensive 
scale. Something like four thousand were esti- 

mated to be necessary for said service, according 
| to the understanding of Mr. Allen; and he had 
| prepared to enter at once on the preparation of 
this quantity, by building a rolling-mill to roll the 
steel for the clasps and locks of the bags, and to 
| procure material and tools, all of which cost him 
| some fifteen thousand dollars, according to his es- 

timate. After Mr. Campbell suceceded Mr. Hub- 
| bard, as Postmaster General, Mr. Allen brought 
to the Department about two hundred of the bags 
| finished, but Mr. Campbell refused to ratify the 
contract attributed to Hall and Hubbard, or to 
take any of the mail bags from Allen, orto make 
him compensation therefor, but broke up prior 
engagements by his predecessors with Mr. Allen, 
and left him, with all his fixtures and materials, 
finished and unfinished, on hand, to make such 
disposition thereof as he could. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 59, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, 
Blake, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Case, Colfax, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edmund- 
son, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gurley, Helmick, Hoard, Hutchins, Francis W. 
Kellogg, DeWitt C. Leach, Mallory,McKnight, McPherson, 
Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Olin, Pal- 
mer, Pettit, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, 
Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, 
Theaker, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, 
Ellibu B.Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Woodruff—59. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Allen, Alley, Barksdale, Barr, Bocock, 
Jouligny, Boyee, Brabson, Branch, Burch, Burnett, Carey, 
Clopton, Cobb, Cox, Crawrord, Curry, John G. Davis, Eng- 
lish, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, John T. Harris, Hatton, 
Houston, Hughes, Jenkins, Jones, Killinger, Landrum, 
James M. Leach, Leake, Love, Maclay, Charles D. Mar 
tin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McQueen, Miles, Millson, 
| Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, 
Ruffin, Rust, Singleton, William Smith,Willam N. H. Smith, 
Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. Stew- 


art, Thomas, Vailandigham, Vance, Wells, Winslow, and 
| Wright—63. 


So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds not 
voting in favor thereof.) 


MARY ANN TOPPING. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the House, to Mary Ann Topping, sister of William H. 
Topping, deceased, enrolling clerk of the last Congress, 
three months’ salary, and $350 for funeral expenses. 

Mr. BURNETT. Lobject. All such legisla- 
tion is violative of the powers of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. There are precedents in 


| abundance for thisresolution. In every instance 


\| of this kind there has been the same allowance 
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| move that the rules be suspended for the pur- 
pose I have indicated. 
The question was taken; and the House re- 


fused to suspend the rules, (two thirds not voting | 


in favor thereof.) 
ELI W. GOFF. 
Mr. ROYCE. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 


consideration of Senate bill No. 113, for the relief | 
It has passed the Senate unan- | 


of Eli W. Goff. 
imously; and it has been favorably reported on 
by the Committee of Claims. 

“Mr BURNETT. I object. 

Mr ROYCE. I move that the rules be sus- 

vended. 

The bill was read in ertenso. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay t# Eli W. Goff, late 
wispector of customs for the district of Vermont, 
the sum of $3,500 out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated ; it being for ex- 
penses actually incurred by him in his efferts 
faithfully to execute the revenue laws of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. PEYTON. Now, let the report of the 
committee be read. I want to know what this 
claim is. tam perfectly willing to vote for a just 
claim 

It appears from the report, which was read, 
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| 





that the claimant was a deputy collector of cus- | 


toms in the northern portion of Vermont, and by 
great energy succeeded in breaking up a powerful 
gang of smugglers. The result was a series of 
annoyances and costly litigation forced upon the 
petitioner, through the influence and procurement 


of the parties whose illegal though profitable em- || 


ployment he had broken up. Even the property 
he had lawfully seized under the revenue laws 
was again wrested from him by the connivance 
of the United States district attorney, who dis- 
missed the suits for forfeiture, and in lieu thereof 
involved the petitioner in law, which eventually 
resulted in his pecpniary ruin. 

At the first 
claim was fully investigated, and a bill passed 
authorizing the j j 
audit and pay whatever he might ascertain Mr, 


Goff’s losses to have been, limiting the amount, | 


however, to $5,000, although the claim was for 
near thirteen thousand dollars. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, finding a difficulty in bringing the 
evidence within the strict rules of the Department, 
failed to fix upon any amount, and the Senate bill 
determines the amount arbitrarily at $3,500. 

Mr. BRANCH. Are there items and specifi- 
cations ? 

Mr. ROYCE. No, sir. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
enue collected in Vermont ? 

Mr. ROYCE. Yes, sir; ten times as much. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [reported this case from 
the Committee of Claims, where it was examined 
and considered. The facts show that this man, 


Is that much rev- 


during Mr. Van Buren’s administration, was a | 


collector of customs in the northern part of Ver- 
ment, where it became his misfortune to come in 


collision with a very powerful band of smugglers || I have been trying to get the floor, but I have not 


who were stationed just upon the Canada line. 
I will not go into to the details. He succeeded, 
by his efforts, in breaking up the establishment. 


In doing so, he was involved 1n a series of trouble- | 


some and expensive litigations. By the action of 
a subsequent Administration, all these suits were 
left to fall upon his own shoulders. 


tion. ‘The committee thought that he was entitled 
to compensation. 

Mr. PEYTON. Broken up—how? 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
thrown upon him in these suits. 

Mr. PEYTON. The suits were decided against 
him, and he had the costs to pay? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The suits were 
brought to trial. 

Mr. BURNETT. My friend from Tennessee 
is a lawyer, and while I have no doubt he is fully 
satisfied of the justice of this claim, and believes 
it ought to be passed, yet if he werea chaneellor, 
end this case were submitted to him, he would 


never 


dismiss it and turn the applicant out of court. || 
There is not a single distinctive fact stated in the | 


report, There is nothing but a general charge. 
[t is shown that this man was collector of cus- 
‘roms, and that, by some connection with smug- 


session of the last Congress this 


He was | 
broken down and pecuniarily ruined by that ac- | 


By expenses and costs | 


| was appointed; whether he made application to 
| the Department for pay; and if he did, what was 
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| the revenue laws. 
| the Departments during Mr. Van Buren’s admin- | 
| istration, without any bill of particulars, with 


| fused to pay him. 
Secretary of the Treasury to || 


| very few hours of the adjournment of this session, 
| with general legislation upon the Speaker’s table 





that this bill ought to be passed. 
Ihere is no proof—none whatever—except a | 
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| glers, he suffered losses. From that it is argued || debate, because 
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there are other gentleme 
en w 
desire the floor. ~ 


Mr. STANTON. It seems to me that 


nee ss it is 
statement in the report; but the pointis this: that || fair for the gentleman from Kentucky to “ 


where an officer of the Government, such a one 
as the present, in attempting to enforce the laws 
for the purpose of protecting our revenue, incurs 
loss, the existing laws provide for payment. We 


have alaw applying to all these cases; and if this || 


claimant paid out this money, or if he was in- 
volved in litigation, the Governmen: cannot refuse 
to allow him hisaecount for attempting to enforce 
Sut the case came up before | 


only a general statement that this man had suf- | 
fered loss by reason of attempts to break up a | 
gang of smugglers; and now he comes into Con- | 
gress and asks us to pay this money. 

Now, I say, that when such a case as this is 
presented, the gentleman who presents it ought to 


state the facts, the manrfeér in which he incurred || 


the loss, and the reasons why his accounts were 
not adjusted at the proper Department. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Let me state to the gentle- 
man that this officer was sued by these miscreants 
for trespass. Of course he was compelled to em- 
ploy counsel to makea defense. He was required 
to incur the usual costs of litigation, and, whatis | 
known to the gentleman is of more consequence 
than all the rest, he was required to lose his time | 
in attending upon the courts—a loss which it 


would be impossible to calculate in dollars and || want to introduce a resolution calling upon the 





cents. 

Mr. BURNETT. Take for granted that all | 
the gentleman states is true, yet there is no state- 
ment of that sort in the report, nor has such a 
statement of facts been presented to the House. 
How easy it would have been to write to the | 
Treasury Department, and find out when this man 


the character of his account; and if it was rejected, | 
upon what ground the Treasury Department re- | 
Then we would have a case 
presented to the judgment and reason of members 
of this House. 

Now, I want to give another reason why the | 
rules ought not to be suspended. Here, within a | 


undisposed of, this floor is farmed out; yes, sir, 
farmed out, under an agreement, and we cannot | 
get the floor for the purpose of attending to gen- 
eral legislation. Every gentleman here, with a 
private bill sticking in his pocket, struggles for 
the floor, and gets in matters which we cannot 
investigate; therulesare suspended, and legislation 
is hurried through without our knowing anything 
about it. 

Mr.STOKES. The gentleman from Kentucky 
is charging that every gentleman here who is try- 
ing to get the floor with the object of getting up 
a private bill, has made acontract with the Speaker 
in order to obtain the floor. I wish to announce 
this fact to the gentleman from Kentucky, that 


made any contract with the Speaker, and I will 
enter into none with any one. 

Mr. FLORENCE. And Iassure the gentleman 
from Kentucky that | made no arrangement with 
the Speaker, when I gotthe floor. I did not speak 
to the Speaker, except from the floor, in the pres- 
ence of the whole House. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then my remarks did not 
include those gentlemen. I have been struggling 
for the floor for the last two weeks upon a bill in 
which the entire country is interested; but I have 
been unable to succeed. 

Mr. GROW. All this debate is out of order, 
and [ hope the gentleman will not trespass upon 





Mr. BURNETT. Lam giving the reasons why 
this character of legislation ought not to be per- 
mitted. Let us take up the bills on the Private 
Calendar in their regular order, and give every 
claim an equal chance. I call the a and nays 

| 
' 


i 
|| the House any longer. | 
i 


upon the motion to suspend the rules. _ 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman will move 
to go inte the consideration of the Private Calen- 
dar, we can get through it to-day. 

Mr. BRANCH. With the consent of the 
House, I will make that motion. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object to further 


5 e make a 
speech, and then refuse the gentleman from Ver 


mont an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not object. I would 
rather that the time should be consumed in Speak 
ing than in any other way. I am perfectly will. 
ing to hear him. , 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I am inclined to think 


| that we had better adjourn. 





Mr. GROW. There are two general bills yet 
to come over from the Senate. . 
Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not desire to inte. 
fere with this bill, but I must demand the 
order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
demand for the yeas and nays. , 
Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman from Vermont 
has had the floor less than any gentleman jn tho 
Hall; and I insist that he shall be heard. 
Mr. PEYTON. I hope general consent wi) 
be given. e 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I will not object 
if the gentleman will give me an opportunity to 
present a resolution, calling for information from 
the Departments; a resolution which [ have de 
sired to offer for a week, and have had no oppor- 
tunity. ; 
Mr. ROYCE. [do not surrender the floor. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then I object. | 


regular 


the 


Departments for information. 

Mr. ELIOT. I object to that. 

Mr. STANTON. I move tosuspend the rules, 
in order that the gentleman from Vermont may 
be permitted to speak. , 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If the gentleman 
from Vermont himself desires to occupy the floor, 
I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, this is the only 
claim, I believe, upon the Private Calendar from 
my State, and J will detain the House but a few 
moments in explaining what I believe to be the 


| merits of this bill. 


This petitioner was appointed adeputy collector 
of customs in my State, and the report states that 
he was an active and vigilant officer, and suec- 
ceeded in breaking up a formidable gang of smug- 
glers; that, in the discharge of his duties as a pub- 
lic officer, he was subjected to litigation which 
eventually resulted in his ruin. Suits for trespass 
were brought against him by parties whose prop- 
erty he had seized In several of those suits he 
succeeded in obtaining a verdict; but in others, 
owing to the local prejudices which existed, he 
was defeated, and compelled to pay damages and 
costs. In the prosecution cf his duties, and in 
the defense of the suits which were brought against 
him, he was involvedin ruin. His claim amounted 
to $13,000, and I believe he could convince this 
House and convince any impartial mind that he 
actually suffered damages, and to that amount, in 
consequence of his attempts to discharge his du- 
ties asa public officer. At the last Congress, a 
bill was passed referring this matter to the De- 
partment which limited the amount the Depart- 
ment should pay to $5,000; but owing to the in- 
formality of his proof, he was directed, or rather 
recommended, to come to Congress, and let them 
fix the sum. 

The report states that he suffered largely be- 
yond the amount that this proposes to pay him. 
t proposes to pay him only $3,500. The gea- 

tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] objects, 
and claims, as I understood his argument, that, 
upon the presentation of his proof to the Depart- 
ment, the Department would audit and pay all 
the claim he might have, on account of his at- 
tempting faithfully to discharge the duties of his 
office. Sir, [do not understand the law in that 
way. I know that frequent applications of a sim- 
ilar character have been made to Congress. 
believe they must come here; and that whenever 
it is showi to the Congress of the United States 
that a man has suffered damage necessarily, !8 
consequence of his attempts to iedare his duty 
faithfully, Congress has always acknowledged 
the obligation to pay it. That/is all that we ask 
here. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. , 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
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end it was accordingly read the third time, and | 


} 


nasst d.. ° | 
“Mr. ROYCE moved to reconsider the vote by |) 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 
‘The latter motion was agreed to. | 

| 





PRIVATE CALENDAR. | 

Mr. TAPPAN. I rise to a privileged question. | 
This is private bill day, and as there seems to be || 
syeat disposition upon the other side of the | 
Hous: to take up the bills on the Private Calendar, | 
od consider them in their order, I now move that | 
» day be made * objection day”’ for the consid. | 
eration of the bills which have passed the Court 
‘Claims and the Senate, and are now before this 


ouse. 
eae CRAWFORD. The gentleman from New 
Hampshire misapprehends this side of the House | 
iy that particular, We are willing to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
ndar, but not to make it ‘* objection day.”’ 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then I will modify my mo- 
tion, and move to take up the bills which have 


massed the Court of Claims and the Senate, and || 


which ought to be considered by this House. 
Mr. BRANCH. No discrimination. Let us | 
take up the bills upon the Calendar in their order. 
Mr. TAPPAN. Then I move that the House 
resolve itself into aCommittee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 


J. W. NYE. 


Mr. CARTER. I hope the gentleman willallow | 
me to ask the House to pass Senate bill No. 474, 
for the relief of J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter 
Jargy, jr. and Hugh Stewart. 

Mr. REAGAN. I shall object. I have been | 
trying for more than three months, to get up a 
claim, one of the first upon the Calendar, and I 
have not been able to get the floor. The gentle- 
man from New York has had the floor quite re- | 
cently. 
Mr. TAPPAN. Is my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER, It is, unless you allow the 





gentleman from New York to state his case. 1 


Mr. TAPPAN. 

Mr. REAGAN. 

The SPEAKER. 
tleman will allow it. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman had the floor 
assigned to him once or twice recently. 

The SPEAKER. That is true; he has had it. 

Mr. CARTER. The justice of this claim is so 
manifest, that it has been favorably reported on | 
by seventeen standing committees. 

‘Mr. REAGAN. [call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot be 
called to order, because the floor has beenassigned 
to him. 

Mr. REAGAN. What is the question before | 
the House? | 


Mr. CARTER. I move to suspend the rules 


Well, I will yield to him. 
1 object. 


The Chair hopes the gen- | 





for the purpose of putting upon its passage the bill || 


which I have indicated. 
The bill was read. { 
Mr.CRAWFORD. I object to that bill. There | 
never was a more unjust claim brought before | 
Congress than this claim of old man Nye. Ithas | 


Mr. BRANCH. I would inquire how many 
claims this party has pending before Congress? 

Mr. CARTER. Three. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. It is a cholera case. 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 
suspended (two thirds not voting in favor thereof. ) 


STEPHEN O. GIBBS. 


been here Congress after Congress. || ing the matter before the House, I move to amend 
|| 
| 
| 


The SPEAKER. The Chair gives the floor | 
now to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Reaaan.] | 


Mr. TAPPAN. Have I not the floor already ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that 
the gentleman yielded it. 

Mr. TAPPAN. 
have it again when the gentleman from New York 
concluded. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows of no such 
arrangement. 


Mr. REAGAN. 


ment, 


Mr. TAPPAN. I rise toa privileged motion. | 


move that we go into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, 
Thé SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas 
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| contract. 


I understood that I was a 
I shall not occupy it a mo- | 
| 


ought to have floor now. The gentleman from 
New Hampshire yielded it. ‘ 

Mr. TAPPAN. My motion is a privileged 
one. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has had the | 
floor once or twice, and the gentleman from Texas 
has not been able to get it. The Chair thinks he 
is entitled to it now. 

Mr. TAPPAN. That does not meet the point 
atall. I submit the question of order, whether, 
on private bill day, I have not the right to make 
my motion? ‘ ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considers the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Texas in order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have not had the floor for 
a motion of this kind three times during my ser- 
vice here. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to take from the Private Calendar the bill 
for tlfe relief of Stephen O. Gibbs. 

I will state, with the permission of the House, 
that Mr. Gibbs made a bid of $2,449 for a mail 

He was notaied by the Department 
that his bid had been accepted at $1,449. He im- 


mediately perceived that there was some mistake, | 


and notified the Department that that was not his 
bid, but that he would carry the mail until the 
mistake could be rectified. He 
Parsons, who drew the bid, that he had made the 
mistake; that the amount should have been $2,449. 
This was less than the average rate of carrying 
the mail on that route. The Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, however, ascertained 
that one bid had been received for $1,900, all the 


have therefore drawn the bill so as to give him 
| the difference between what he received and the 
lowest bid. 

I will state, further, that he performed the ser- 
vice faithfully, and that, in consequence of the 
little compensation he received, he bas been broken 
up and sold out. 
jection to allowing the bill to be taken up and 
yassed. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am very 
reluctant to interpose any objection to the bill 
which my friend from Texas desires to have taken 
up; but i House will bear me witness that a few 
days ago I endeavored to have a bill passed in the 
case of the Lady Elgin, which was precisely of 
this nature, and yet the House refused to suspend 
the rules, although the very next day, upon the 
| motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, they 
passed a bill of like character in the case of Sher- 
lock & Shirley. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to debate. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire that 
| the bill proposed by the gentleman from Texas 
may go through; but I desire also that another 
bill, for the benefit of parties in my section of 
country, may stand upon the same footing. I 
will not object, therefore, to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Texas to take up this bill; 


the Lady Elgin case, which is as just a claim as 
ever came before the Government, in which the 
pay proposed to be allowed is less than they are 
| now receiving for the same service, will also be 
| taken up and passed. For the purpose of bring- 





| the proposition of the gentleman from Texas by 
inserting House bill No. 22). 
| Mr.BURNETT. That motion is notin order. 
| The SPEAKER. It is not. 
| Mr. WASHBUNE,of Illinois. With theun- 
| derstanding, then, that the case I have mentioned 
\| shall next be taken up and passed, I am willing 
|| that this bill shall be passed. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I object to any such under- 
| standing. I do not believe there is a quorum in 
| the House; and to understand whether there is 
or not, I move that the House do now adjourn; 
and call for tellers upon the motion. 
Mr. SHERMAN. As there will be public 
business here in a short time, I hope the gentle- 
| 


man will withdraw that motion, and allow me to 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection to that, 
and withdraw the motion. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 


| Union 


informed Dr. | 


other bids having been above $2,449; and they | 


I trust that there will be no ob- || 


and [ have no doubt that when it is disposed of, || 


move that the House go into the Committee of 


| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
i} the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


B 


| Mr.REAGAN. [submit the question of order 
that the gentleman’s motion cannot take prece- 
dence of mine, which is a motion to suspend the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 
tion of order. The question is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Teme to suspend the rules, 

Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the mo- 
tion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Huanes and 
Curry were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
fifty-seven in the affirmative. 

Mr. REAGAN called for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk commenced to call the roll, but be- 
fore the call was completed, 

Mr. REAGAN said: To enable the House to 
vote upon the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
|| | will, for the present, withdraw the motion to 
| suspend the rules. 
|| Mr.SHERMAN. Lnow renew my motion to 
|| suspend the rules, and go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. I have no ob- 
|| jection, however, to allowing any proposition, in 
| the mean time, to come in by unanimous consent. 

OREGON GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 
| Mr.GROW. Lask the unanimous consent of 
|| the House to take up Senate bill No. 149, making 
|| appropriations to supply a deficiency in the ap- 
|| propriations for the completion of the geological 
survey of Oregon and Washington Territory. 

Mr. CRAWFORD and others objected. 

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. THEAKER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
| mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
| considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Postmaster General be requested to 
furnish to the House, at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, a statement of the distance, by the usual mail route, 


from the post office of each Senator and member to the city 
of Washington. 


MICHAEL ZEITER. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, by unanimous con- 


sent, submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Reso!ved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to transmit to the House of Representatives, if, in 
‘iis judgment, not incompatible with the public interest, 

opies of ail papers and correspondence in the Departinent 
of State relating to the case of Michael Zeiter, a native ot 
France, a naturalized citizen of the United States, and a 
citizen of the State of Ohio, who hag been forced to per 
form military service in the French army. 

CAPITOL EXTENSION, 

Mr. MARSTON asked the consent of the House 
| to enable him to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit tothe House of Representatives all the correspond- 
ence between ‘Thomas U. Walter, the architect of the Cap- 
itol extension, and Captain M. C. Meigs, former superin- 
tendent of the Capitol extension, in any way relating tothe 
construction of the Capitol extension and the addition to 
|| the Post Office; also, all the correspondence between the 
Secretary and the above parties, or either of them, relating 
to the same subject, together with such orders or instruc 
| tions, if any, as he may have issued to Captain Meigs, from 
time to time, concerning his duties as superintendent of the 
Capitol extension ; and that the same be printed for the use 
of the members of the House. 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to that resolution. 


I think we have already had enough of Captain 
Meigs. 





SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, by unammous 
consent, introduced a bill explanatory of the act 
to extend the provisions of the act to enable the 
State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the 
swamp lands within their limits to Minnesota 
and Oregon, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


ARIZONA COURTS. 


Mr. BURCH asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce a joint resolution legalizing the judicial 
proceedings of the provisional courts of the pro- 
posed Territory of Arizona, with a view to put 
the same on its passage. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 object. 

Mr. BURCH. lask, then, that the bill may be 

\j referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

|| Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to that. 

| ‘The bill was accordingly read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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Mr. BINGHAM. — lask the consent of the | 
House to report from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary House bill No. 235, to fix the salaries of | 
the judges of the district courts of the United 
States in and for the district of the State of Ohio. 
I will state that the bill is recommended by Judge | 
McLean. ‘The district judges in Ohio are com- 
pelled to be on duty nearly every working day in 
the 

Mr. REAGAN. Lobjeet. These judges now 
receive a higher salary than is paid to the United | 
State Ss judyr 8S 1h ‘Ts Xa8, 

Mr. BINGIIAM. Lappeal to my colleague to 
withdraw his motion for the present, and allow 
me to move to suspend the rules. 


Mr. SHERMAN. As this is purely an Ohio | 


matter, | hope that it will be allowed to pass. I || 


give way to my colleagy >. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [It gentlemen will look at 
the Statutes at Large, volume cleven, page 217, 
they wall find that we are paying by law to the 
district judges of Wisconsin, and of the northern 
district. of Tilinois, the same salary that is now 


SALARIES OF OHIO JUDGES. | 
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tracts for wrapping paper, &c., which was laid | 


|| upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


A. BLEDSOE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended and the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; | 
but while I make the motion, I will say that I | 
will not interpose objection to any gentleman | 





asking unanimous consent for the transaction of 
any particular business. 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent | 


of the House to discharge the Committee of the || 


Whole House from the further consideration of | 


House bill No. 811, fo- the relief of A. Bledsoe, || 


William Bryson, William C. Scott, William | 
Doty, and others. It is a just bill. 
The bill was read in extenso. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


| 








— 


Mr. EDWARDS. If I could, I would ask ;, 
a suspension of the rules. " 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Bucnawan, his Private 


Secretary, notifying the House that he had an 
proved and signed bills and a resolution of the 


following titles: 
An act (H. R. No. 814) to provide for the erer 
tion of a post office in the city of Philadelphia. — 
An act (H. R. No. 267) for the relief of Mrs 
A. W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samye| 
Angus, United States Navy; . 
An act (H.R. No. 848) authorizing the issye of 


_a register for the brig Charles H. Jordan; 


It directs that the || 
| sum of $690 be appropriated, out of any money || 
|in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to | 


| defray the expenses and indemnify A. Bledsoe, || 
| William Bryson, William C. Scott, William 

| Doty, and others, citizens’of Missouri, incurred | 
| in arresting and bringing to trial Joseph Clark and | 


asked to be paid to these di trict judges of the || 


State of Ohio. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. In Alabama and Geor- | 
gia, and nearly every southern State, the district 
judges receive only $2,750. If the salary of the 
district judges in Ohio be raised to $3,000, we will 
have to raise the salary of the district judges all 
over the United States. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Alabama has not the judi- 
cial business of either of the districts of the State 
of Ohio. 

Mr. CRAWFORD, I cannot speak for Ala- 
bama, but I can for Georgia. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary can revise the law at the next session, and 
they can increase the salary of Liese district judges, 
if they are too small, 

Mr. PEYTON demanded tellers. 

Teilers were ordered; and Messrs. Binenam 
and GARTRELL were appointed, 

‘The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. BLNGHAM demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 41, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Bouligny, 
Brayton, Butlinton, Burnett, Burntiam,Cox,Curtis, Delano, 
Duell, Edwards, Eljot, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gurley, 
Houston, William Howard, Humplirey, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, Kunkel, Marston, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, 
Nelson, Pendleton, Pryor, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Scranton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stratton, ‘Tappan, 
Vallandigham, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Israel Wash- 
burn, and Webster—41. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Allen, Alley, Barr, 
Beale, Francis P. Blair, Blake, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, 
Carey, Horace F. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Crawford, 
H. Winter Davis, Jolin G. Davis, Dunn, Etheridge, Ferry, 
Gartrell, Grow, John ‘Tl’. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, William 
A. Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Jenkins, Jones, Larrabee, 
James M. Leach, Leake, Longnecker, Love, Mallory, 
Elbert 8S. Martin, Maynard, MeKean, McKnight, MePher- 
sou, MeQueen, Miles, Millson, Morrill, Niblack, Olin, 
Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Potter, 
Quaries, Reagan, Riggs, Royce, Rutlin, Rust, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, William N. Hf. Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stokes, Thomas, Vance, Wade, Walton, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, Woodrut!, aud Wright—77. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, (two 
thirds not voting in favor thereof.) 

During the vote, 

Mr. KUNKEL stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Woon, but that, in order to facilitate busi- 
ness, and in accordance with his arrangement 
with Mr. Woop, he would vote in the affirma- 
tive, 

Mr. CASE stated that he was paired with his 
colleague, Mr. Eneuisn, for the rest of the ses- | 
sion. 

Mr. RICE stated that his colleague, Mr. Train, 
was paired with Mr. Rosiyson, of Illinois. 

Mr. KILLINGER, not being within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There isnoquorum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the 
affirmative, and that makes a quorum. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 


POST OFFICE CONTRACTS. 


7 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with law, copies of con- 














Baker, charged with robbing the United 


States mail; and that the sum be paid out, on the || 


| 
| 
| 
order of the Postmaster General, to such persons | 
as, in his judgment, upon hearing all the proofs | 
in the case, shall be entitled to the same, and in | 
such proportion as he shall direct. | 

Mr. PHELPS. Those two persons, Clark and 
Baker, were arrested by these men, taken to Jef- | 
ferson City, some two hundred and fifty miles, | 
tried before the district court, convicted, and sent | 
to the penitentiary. For this service they have, | 
as yet, received no compensation. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Could not the Post- 
master General pay them? 

Mr. PHELPS. Not unless authorized by the 
passage of this bill. 

There was no objection. 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JACOB HALL. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I move that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House be discharged from the 
further consideration of House bill No. 584, for 
the relief of Jacob Hall. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The bill takes nothing from | 
the Treasury. 


Mr. OTERO. How much does the bill appro- | 
oriate ? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Let the bill be read. | 
The bill was read in extenso. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to examine into the claim of 
Jacob Hall,as stated in his memorial now before | 
Congress, for the loss and destruction of his prop- | 
erty, alleged to have been caused by Kiowa Indians | 
in an attack upon his men and team engaged in the | 
transportation of the United States mail between | 
Independence, in Missouri, and Santa Fé, in New 
Mexico, ata place called Pawnee Fork,in Kansas 
Territory, and to determine and adjudge the 
amountand value of the property, and saber the 
loss was caused by Indians of said Kiowa tribe, | 
and, prior to any such adjudication, to notify the 
Kiowas, or their agent, of the claim made against | 
them, that they may have the opportunity of being 
heard from; and that if the Secretary shall be of | 
opinion that the injury to the property of Hall | 
was committed by Indians of the Kiowa tribe, he | 
shal] withhold the annuity payable to the tribe by | 





treaty, until they shall have made reparation for 
the injury to the amount of the value of the prop- 
erty lost and destroyed, as the same shall be ad- 
judged by him to be. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Theamountisabouttwenty- 
five hundred dollars, but nothing is to be paid 
unless these Indians shall be found to be liable for 
the damage, and then the money is to be paid 
out of their annuities. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Why cannot payment 
be made under the law of 1834? 

Mr.PHELPS. You cannot obtain indemnity 
if the Indians are not in receipt of an indemnity, 
unless by an appropriation here. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


| June, 1860. 


An act (H. R. No. 622) to authorize Notaries 

ublic in the District of Columbia to take ap. 

nowledgment of deeds for the conveyance of 
realand personal estate therein; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 22) in relation to 
the public printing. 

Also, a message in writing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now call for the readin 
of the message of the President, which has just 
been sent in. 

The message was read, as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Gentiemen: I fecl it my duty to communicate 
to you that it has been found impracticable to 
conclude a contract for the transportation of the 
mails between our Atlantic and Pacific ports op 
dhe terms authorized by the fourth section of ay 
act entitled **An act making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1861,*’ approved Lith 
The Postmaster General has offered 


| the California mails to the several companies and 


| ship-owners engaged in the trade with the Pacific, 


viathe Isthmus, but they have all declined carrying 
them forthe postages. They demand a higher rate 
of compensation; and unless power is given to the 


| Postmaster General to accede to this demand, ] 


am well satisfied that these mails cannot be for- 
warded. It should not be forgotten that, in con- 
sequence of the diversion of a large part of the 


| letter mail to the overland route, the ene 


rived from the California service have been greatly 
reduced, and afford a wholly inadequate remune- 
ration for the ocean transportation. The weight 
of these mails—averaging twelve to fifteen tons 
semi-monthly—renders it, in view of the climate 
and character of the route, manifestly impossible 
to forward them overland, without involving an 
expenditure which no wise administration of the 
Government would impose upon the Treasury. 
I therefore earnestly recommend that the act re- 
ferred to be so modified as to empower the Post- 
master General to provide for carrying the Cal- 
ifornia mails at a rate of compensation which 
may be deemed reasonable and just, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
June 23, 1860. 


The message was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.SHERMAN. I movethat when the House 


adjourns to-day, itadjourn to meetat nine o’clock, 
a. m., on Monday next. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to say to 
the gentleman that Mr. Burnett, of Kentucky, 
came in a moment ago, but, being compelled to 
leave, desired me to state to the House that, if we 
would adjourn to meet at nine o’clock on Mon- 
day, the House could adjourn at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. At twelve o’clock we must 
finally adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will move to suspend the 
rules tu introduce a resolution to take a recess 
until seven o’clock this evening. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My motion will not inter 
fere with a motion of that kind. I move to sus 
pend the rules. 

The motion wasagreed to. 


The motion in reference to adjournment was 
agreed to. 


So the House determined that when it adjourned 
it would adjourn to meet at nine o’clock, a. m., 00 
Monday. 
ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
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ills, reported as truly enrolled an act 


viled B oA ' 
> ‘lo. 113) for the relief of Eli W. Goff; when 





\~ Speaker signed the same. 


‘Mir. WASHBURN, of Maine. I now move 
“qspend the rules, to enable me to introduce a 


to si 
to is} 


| 
| 
resolution to take a recess until seven o’clock this | 
evening | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


\r. DAVIDSON. I wish to say that in twenty 
minutes we Will probably receive from the Sen- 
-«s the Post Office deficiency bill. 
~ The motion was not agreed to. 


POINT COUPEE, LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I ask the unanimous con- 
eontof the House to take up and put upon its 
passage a bill (S. No, 258) to grant to the parish 
4¢ Point Coupee, Louisiana, certain tracts of land 
ip said parish. . 

No olsjection being made, the bill was taken up 
for consideration. 

he bill was ordered to be read a third time; and 
itpwasaccording!y read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
jay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. GURLEY. I rise to a question of privi- 
leze. Lam instructed by the Committee on Print- 
ing to introduce the following resolution. The 
Treasury Department desires the printing of an 
extra number of the report on banks: 


Resolved, That there be printed, for the use of the Treas- 
ury Departnent, two thousand extra copies of the report of | 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the condition of the banks | 

| 


of the United States. 


The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the resolution was mmegen and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 





Mr. GURLEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed five thousand extra copies 
of the majority and minority reports of the select commit- 
ice appointed to investigate the public store contracts in 
New York city, for the use of the members of this House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Wasthat matter referred to 
the Committee on Printing? 

Mr.GURLEY. It was. The printing will 
only cost SIX cents per copy. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GURLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
whickthe resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. OTERO. Task the unanimous consent of 
House to discharge the Committee ef the Whole 
onthe state of the Union fram the further con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. No. 31) 
explanatory of the eighth section of the act of 
Congress, approved February 28, 1859, for the 
purpose of putting it on its passage. 

The resolution, which was read, provides that 
the repeal, by the eighth section of the act of Con- 
gress, approved February 28, 1859, of so much 
of the act of Congress entitled ** An act to regu- 
late trade and intercourse with Indian tribes, and 
to preserve peace upon the frontiers,’”’ approved 
June 30, 1834, as provides that the United States 
shall make indemnification out of the Treasury 
for eons taken or destroyed in certain cases 
by the Indians, shall not be construed so as to || 
impair any right of indemnity which existed at | 
the date of said repeal. | 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I desire to say that that || 
resolution comes from the Senate, and was referred | | 
| 
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to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and that com- | 
mittee unanimously instructed me to report favor- 
ably upon it. It simply provides that the act of |, 
last session shall not ‘affect claims which had 
already accrued. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Myopinion isthat weshould | 
get clear of these claims in the best and quickest | 
way that we can; and I object to that resolution. | 

Mr. OTERO. I movea suspension of the rules. | 
tis a just resolution. It proposes no change of | 
the law. It is merely explanatory of the law | 
of the last session of Congress. 

Tellers were ordered on the motion to suspend 
the rules; and Messrs. Gurtey and Puetps were | 
appointed. 


THE CONGRES 





Mr. HOUSTON. I am appealed to by gentle- 
men all round to withdraw my objection; and if 
gentlemen are willing that the resolution shall 
pass, [ will do so, but I do not think it ought to 
ASS, 

Mr. COBB. I insist on a count. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-two, noes not counted, 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended. P 

The joint resolution was then ordered toa third 
reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. OTERO moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. GARTRELL. I move that the House do | 


now adjourn. 


Mr. COLFAX. 


I trust we shall not adjourn. 


| The Senate is still in session, and we may have 


to have a committee of conference. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to suspend the rules, 


|} so as to enable me to move that the House take || Secretary, notifying the House that he didon thie 


a recess until seven o’clock; and on that motion 
I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
Brayton were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes fifty-five, noes not counted. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof ) the || 
| rules were not suspended. 


The question recurred on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois. Ifthe House 
will remain in session a few minutes longer, I be- 
lieve that we shall be substantially through with 
our business. I think that the Post Office de- 
ficiency bill will be returned with our amendment 
concurred in, and that that will conclude our 
business. 

Mr. GARTRELL. With that understanding, 
I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Can an arrangement be 
made that we shall do no legislative business on 
Monday? 

Mr. GROW. If we can get through it all to- 
night. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
take a recess until five o’clock. 

Mr. GROW. I suggest six. 

Mr. ELIOT. I propose seven. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If we take 
a recess, members will go off and we shall never 
geta quorum back. We had better keep together 
until the Post Office deficiency bill comes in, and 
then the business of the session will be substan- 
tially through. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
motion. 


I move that we 


I withdraw my 


BOOK DISTRIBUTION. 


Mr. COX. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, to which I think 
no one will object. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be delivered by the Clerk of this 


| House to the widow of Jonathan Taylor, a member of the 


Twenty-Sixth Congress, books of equal value with those 
ordered (but never delivered) to said Jonathan Taylor by 


| resolution of Congress: Provided, That said books be select- 


ed from those which said Clerk has now on hand, and that 
the same shall be furnished without further printing. 

[Cries of **Object!’’] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
old settler. 

Mr. COX. 
was a yearago. Governor Letcher objected then; 
but he subsequently examined into the matter, and 
said that the resolution was right, and he would 
put itthrough. He failed, however, to do so. 


] have seen it here twice before. 


Mr. PHELPS. This matter is older than lam | 


in this House. 
Mr. COX. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lilinois. 
the yeas and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. COX. 1 have here aletter from. Allen, 
the late Clerk of the House, which I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to have read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
* CLeRK’s Orrice, House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 19, 1858. 
“Sir: I think there is a propriety and necessity in a re- 
appropriation of the sum of $513 35, which reverted to the 


I demand 


That is an | 


It has been offered once; and that | 


I move a suspension of the rules. | 


| 
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books for new members of the House of Representatives 
prior to the Thirty-Foarth Congress. 


This amount was 
repaid by General Cullom, late Clerk, by mistake, into the 


Treasury, under the supposition that there was no further 
necessity for its use. 


But f am advised, trom examination 
of the records and information received, that this amount 


ought to be reappropriated.”’ 


Mr. COX. I wish to state to the House that, 
under this resolution, only about two hundred dol- 
lars’ worth of books will be given. I do notask 
that the $500 asked for by the late Clerk shall 
be reappropriated; but the widow of this man was 
entitled at that time to the books. She did not 
apply for them, because she did not know that 
they were due her. These books were donated 
by Congress under a resolution passed in 1842. 
L have here a list of the books to which Jonathan 
Taylor was entitled as a member of the Twenty- 
Sixth Congress, but which he never received. I 
only ask that such books as are on hand in the 
Clerk’s office may be given her, and not that any 
shall be purchased. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message from the President of the United 
States was received by J. Bucuanan, his Private 


day approve and sign a joint resolution in relation 
to the public printing. 
Mr. COLFAX. I should like, with the consent 


| of the House, to make a statemeat from the Pres- 
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Treasury on the 30th of June, 1855, for the purchase of | 


| ident of the United States. 


A Voice. 


That’s right; let’s hear from the 


| President. 


Mr. COLFAX. The President of the United 


|| States sent for me recently and stated that, as the 


law now stands, there will be no provision for mail 
service to California for the present year, and sug- 
gested that we should make some temporary ar- 
rangement before Congress adjourns. I desire to 
state, in the same connection, that the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means has pro- 
posed a bill to meet this temporary exigency, the 
usage of the House being that such a bill must 
emanate from his committee, instead of the com- 
mittee of which I have the honor of being chair- 
man. The Postmaster General has found it im- 
possible to contract for the transportation of the 
mail by sea for the postages, and unless we make 
some arrangement for extending the contract 
which now exists until the close of the next ses- 
sion of Congress, California, Oregon, and Wash- 
ington will beleft without mail service for printed 
matter, the Butterfield line being only sobeaae d 


| to carry letters. 


Mr. GROW. [rise toa point of order. The 
President has his constitutional mode of commu- 
nicating with this House, and I object to the com- 
munication of his wishes through the channel of 
a member of this House. 

Mr. BURCH. I would say to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, that the President of the 
United States has already sent a communication 
to this House through the ordinary channel, upon 
this subject, which has been referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. GROW. IL insist upon my objection, 

Mr. COLFAX. I shall sit down with great 
pleasure, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
insists upon his objection. It is true, as the gen- 
tleman from California has stated, that the com- 
munication of the President on this subject has 
been referred tothe committee of which lam chair- 
man; and I suppose that it was not out of place 
for the President to communicate to me verbally 
what were the facts, for the purpose of enabling 
my committee to act upon such brief notice. 
desire to say, in addition, that there are two bills 


| of a public character which cannot come back 
| from the Senate until Monday; and that if the 


House meets at nine o’clock on Monday, they 
can probably adjourn finally by ten o’clock with- 
out the necessity of any extra session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon consultation with 
members of the Committce of Ways and Means, 
although I am opposed to providing for mail ser- 
vice outside of our own territory, we have agreed 
to report a bill authorizing the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to contract for the transportation of the mails 
between New York and San Francisco, via Pan- 
ama, upon the same terms authorized by the con- 
tract now existing; the contract not to continue 
for a longer period than until the 4th of March, 
1861. I now ask the consent of the House to re- 
port the bill. 
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Mr. CURTIS. 1 object. We already have | 


overland routes enough to carry all the mails to 
California. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to say a 


single word in reference to this matter 


Mr. GARTRELL. I object, unless the bill is | 


introduced. 
BOOKS FOR MRS. JONATHAN TAYLOR—AGAIN. 


| 


The question was taken on the motion of Mr. | 


Cox to susp nd the rules; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 36; as follows: 

Y FAS—Messr-. Charles F. Adams, Allen, Alley, Ashley, 
Beale, Bingham, Blake, Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, Bray 
ton. Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Clopton, 
Cox, Curry, Join G. Davis, Duell, Dunn, Eliot, Ely, Eth- 
eridge, Fervy, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Gurley, Hoard, William Howard, William A. Howard, 
Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jenkins, Killinger, Kunkel, 
Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, Longnecker, Love, Elbert 3. 
Martin, McKean, McKnight, McQueen, Moorhead, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Palmer, Pettit, Peyton, 
Vorter, Pugh, Quartes, Rice, Ubristopher Robinson, Ruffin, 
Rust, Seranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, William Smith, 


Spinner, Stratton, Tappan, Tavior, Vallandizgham, Vance, | 


Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Ellibu B.Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, Winslow, and Woodruff—s6. 

NAY S—Meessrs. Babbitt. Francis P. Blair, Bonham. Bris- 
tow, Cobb, Colfax, Crawtord, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, 
Gartrell, Grow, J. Morrison Harris, John ‘Tl. Harris, Hat 
ton, Houston, Jones, Loomis, Mallory, Marston, Maynard, 
McPherson, Morrill, Morse, Olin, Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, 
Royce, Willian N. HH. Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Thomas, Verree, Walton, Wells, and Wright—35. 

So the rules were suspended, (two-thirds having 
voted therefor.) 

Mr. COX demanded the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BRANCH. I desire to state that I voted 
on the motion to suspend the rules for quorum 
without knowing precisely what the resolution 
was. I now understand that it is to give this 
ludy, not the books ordered by the Twenty-Sixth 
Congress, but those which are equivalent in vajue. 
If 1 had so understood it, {| should have voted 
against the motion to suspend the rules. 


1} ried, | 


Mr. STANTON called for tellers on the adop- 


tion of the resolution. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrinton 
and QUARLES were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


ayes seventy-three, a further count not being 


demanded. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted; and also moved to lay 
the motion te reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now ask the consent of | 


the House to introduce the bill, the substance of 
which 1 stated a moment ago, to provide fora 
mail service to California. 

Mr. BLAIR of Missouri, Mr. WASHBURNE 
of Hlinois, and others, objected, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to suspend the 
rules, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire to say that 
the Postmaster General bas authority now to carry 
all the mails overland. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I understand it, none 
of the heavy mail can be carried overland. There 
iS ho provision for carrying anything except the 
letter mail overland. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. At the last Con- 
gress a jot resoluion was passed authorizing the 
Postmaster General to contract for carrying all the 
mails to California over the central route, which 
was pocketed by the President. At the present 
session, however, he sent a message to Congress 
saying that the Postmaster General already had 
power to place upon that route such service as he 
desired. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lam in favor of having all 
the mail carried by the overland route; and as 


sven as such service can be established upon a || 


secure basis, 1 am willing that all service by the 
Panama route may be discontinued; but I think it 
is necessary that this temporary provision should 
be made. This bill provides for giving these par- 
ties precisely what they receive now, The pres- 
ent rate of compensation, running up to July of 
this year, was established when there was com- 
petition in the bids. These parties have now 


| what I believe to be responsible authority, that 


| sition of that description ever been made? 


something like half a million dollars for the ser- | 
vice. 1am willing to continue the contract dntil 
the 4th March next at the present rate of compen- 
sation, but not at any eae rate. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Congress has de- 
clared the route running by Salt Lake, Placerville, 
and St. Joseph, to be a post route; and the Post- 
master General has the right to place any service 
he may desire upon that route, and to pay for it 
any price which may be necessary. Now, sir, 
the President having informed Congress that the 
Postmaster General has the right to place any ser- 
vice he may see proper upon those routes which 
have been declared post routes, from our western 
frontier to the Pacific, there is no necessity, such 
as the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means seems to suppose, for making any further 
provision for supplying ample mail service for 
California. 

Mr DAVIS, of Maryland. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Missouriif he can state to the 
House what it will cost to carry the entire mail 
overland? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I can state, from 


the entire mail can be transported to the Pacific, | 
overland, for $800,000 a year daily, or $600,000 
tri-weekly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Does that include 
printed matter? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
pers, and everything. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 


Books, newspa- 


Has any propo- 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir; there are | 
responsible parties now who are ere to carry 
the entire mail overland at the prices I have men- 
tioned, and in much less time than it is now car- 


Mr.REAGAN. The President states that the 
mail matter which goes by the water routes can- 
not be carried overland. He says that there are 
from fourteen to twenty tons of mail matter which 
goes by the Isthmus route semi-monthly. The 
difficulty of procuring the carriage of such a 
heavy mass of mail matter overland will render 
it impossible to make a contract on anything like 
reasonable terms. It is necessary at this time, | 
think, that we should continue sending the heavy 
mail matter by the Isthmus, 

Mr. BLAIR. We have always heard that ery, 
that itis impossible. We were told that it was 
impossible to have any overland mail at all; but 
that has been proved to have been a false predic- 
tron. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would like to know what 
is the cost of the present service under this con- 
tract. 

Mr. CURTIS. Ihave the floor. I made the 
objection to this bill, but Ido not wish to appear 
captious. Gentlemen say that this mail matter 
cannot be carried overland. I would ask them 
how the mail was formerly carried in the Missis- 
sippi valley long before we had railroads? We 
had then millions of population there in that val- | 


It went over the Cumberland 
and the Alleghany mountains. This mail matter 


/ ean be carried the same way overland to-day. | 


/ months, which is at the rate of $50,000 per an- | 


/ment a provision for the transportation of the | 


There is not one third part of the population on 
the Pacific that there was in the Mississippi val- 
ley in former days when the whole mail was 
carried in stage coaches. 

Mr. BRANCH. I think that, at this late hour 
of the session, it will be impossible to authorize 
the carrying of the mails overland. 

Mr. CURTIS. All that has to be done is to 
increase the service on the overland routes to Cal- 
ifornia. We can then get all the mails carried and 
in less time than they can be carried by the way of | 
the Isthmus of Panama. I believe that we ought 
to carry our mails through our own country In- | 
stead of through a foreign country. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I want to know the pres- 
ent cost of carrying the mail by the Panama route. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. The presentcon- 
tract for the transportation of the California mails 
terminates on the 30th instant. The service was 
twice a month from New York, by the way of 
the Isthmus of Panama, at $37,500 for nine 


num; but there is embraced in the same arrange- | 
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_ road Company the transportation 
| suggest to the chairman of the 


| would, probably, not accomplish the 
| curing the transportation of the mails ag the 


| 
} 








| they can be carried from New Orleans to 
| cisco, via Havana and Aspinwall, for $1 


|} Service. 
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June 25, 
Francisco, via Havana, at $150,000 ele 
months, the Government paying the Panama Rail. 
u across the Isth. 
mus, at the rate of $100,000 perannum, | will 
‘al 


Committee o¢ 
e 
Ways and Means that the plan he has indicated 


object of i. 


; , : y are 
now carried. The mails cannot be carried = 
New York to San Francisco, twice amonth, at the 


rate of $50,000 per annum; nor do I believe that 


San Fran. 


macy : 90,000, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I consented to introduce 


this bill on the distinct statement that no greater 
sum should be paid for this service than is now 
paid. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. For the w 
mail service? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. If the gentleman 
says that the company will not carry the mails 
for that price, then [ am in favor of falline back 
on the overland routes. ro 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Iam not author. 
ized to speak for the companies; but I do pot 
hesitate to say that I do not believe that the seryiea 
from New York to California three times am nth 
can be hac at the rate which has been paid for the 
last nine months for the semi-monthly service, 

Mr.SHERMAN. Thenthe bill, as now offered 
cannotaccomplish the purpose desired, and I with. 
draw it. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. A proposition has 
been made by the parties now engaged in trans. 
porting these mails to carry the letter mail three 
times a month for the postages; but they will not 
undertake to carry the free’mail and the printed 
matter for postages, for, ngs the franked mat- 
ter, there are no postages; but they will carry the 
printed and free matter at the price for which they 
convey express freight. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Postmaster ‘General 
is now authorized to contract for the overland 
On the statement of the gentleman from 
New York, I withdraw the bill. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I renew the bill; and, on 
its introduction, I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 62, nays 57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Barr, Bocock, Bon 
ham, Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Bureh, Case, 
Clopton, Colfax, Cox, Crawford, H. Winter Davis, Pelano, 
Edwards, Eliot, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gartre!i. din T 
Harris, Hoard, Houston, William Howard, Huniphiirey, 
Landrum, Marston, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, 
Millson, Moorhead, Morrill, Nelson, N@black, Palmer, Pen 
dieton, Peyton, Phelps, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Rice, Chri 
topher Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scranton, Sedgwick. Sin- 
gleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Spinner, 
Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stout, Stratton, 
Vallandigham, Winslow, Woodruff, and Mr. Speaker—62. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Bingham, Fran 
cis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Bristow, Buthuton, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Cobb, Jolin G. 
Davis, Duell, Ely, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison 
Harris, Hatton, Helmick, William A. Howard, Hutchins, 


hole 





_ley, and the mail, much larger than this, then || Jones, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Longneeker, Loomis, 


| went by stages. 


Mallory, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Morse, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, 
Royce, Sherman, Stanton, Stokes, ‘l'appan, T'aylor, Vance, 
Vandever, Verree, Walton, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, and Wells—57. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BABBITT stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Unperwoop. 

Mr. WINSLOW stated that he was paired 
with Mr. Nixon; but as this was not a political 
question, he would vote in the affirmative. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thereupon (at a quarter to five o’clock, p. m-) 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 25, 1860. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurtey. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 

POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. HALE was, on his motion, excused from 

serving as a member of the committee of confer- 


driven off all competition, and demand, I believe, || mail twice a month from New Orleans to San || ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
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the bill (H. R. No. 503) making further ap- 
a priations for the service of the Post Office De- 





' 

pri ; . : 
rument during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
‘¢ June, 1360. 


. ‘On motion of Mr. HALE, the Vice President || 


oe authorized to appoint a member on the com- | 
ee; and Mr. ANTHONY Was appointed, 


| 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House insisted upon its amendment to the first | 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
-03) making further appropriations for the service | 
»¢ the Post Office Department for the year ending 
‘ye 30th of June, 1860, disagreed to by the Senate; 

| further insisted upon its disagreement to the 
syird amendment of the Senate to the said bill, 
ysisted on by the Senate; had agreed to the fur- 
»r conference asked by the Senate on the disa- 
vecing votes of the two Houses thereon; and had 
s»pointed Mr. Wiixiam A. Howarp of Michi- 
oan, Mr. Peter A. Love of Georgia, and Mr. 
GatusHa A. Grow of Pennsylvania, managers 
«the same on the part of the House. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message further announced that the Presi- 
dent had approved and signed, on the 21st instant, 
the following acts: 

An act (H. R. No. 44) confirming certain land | 
entries, under the third section of the act of 3d 
Mareh, 1855, entitled ** An act making appropria- 
tions for the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1856;”’ 

An act (H. R. No. 118) to confirm certain | 
private land claims in the State of Missouri; 

Anact (H. R. No. 189) for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of the estate of Charles H. | 
Mason; 

Anact (H. R. Neo. 195) to confirm certain pri | 
vate land claims in the Territory of New Mexico; 

An act (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Eben | 
S. Hanscomb; 

An act (H. R. No. 240) for the relief of Cassius 
M. Clay; 

\n act (H. R. No. 305) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
June 30, 1861; 

\n act (H. R. No. 328) for the relief of Peay | 
& Ayliffe; 

Anact(H. R. No. 395) for the reliefof Chauncey 
W. Fuller; 

An act (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of Philip 
B. Holmes and William Pedrich; 

An act (H. R. No. 543) for the relief of Mar- 
garet Whitehead; °* 

An act (H. R. No. 715) to establish a mail six 
times a week from Sacramento, in California, to | 
Olympia, in the Territory of Washington; and 

An act (H. R. No. 804) providing for the pun- 
ishment of marshals and deputy marshals of the 
United States, or other ministerial officers, for 
permitung the escape of prisoners in their cus- 
tody. 

Also, that the President had approved and 
signed, on the 22d instant, the following acts: 

An act (H. R. No. 238) for the relief of Robert 
Johnston; 

An act (H. R. No. 424) for the relief of con- | 
gressional township number six north, of range 
iumber eight west, in Randolph county, State of 
Illinois; ; 

_ An act (H.R. No. 500) making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1861; and 

An act (H. R. No. 847) authorizing aloan, and | 
providing for the redemption of Treasury notes. | 

Also, that the President had approved and | 
signed, on the 23d instant, the following acts and | 
resolution: 

An act (H. R. No. 267) for the relief of Mrs. | 
A. W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel | 
Angus, United States Navy; 

An act (H. R. No. 622) to authorize notaries | 








public inthe District of Columbia to take acknowl- | 
edements of deeds for the conveyance of real and 
personal estate therein; | 
_An act(H.R. No. 814) providing for the erec- | 
tion of a post office in the city of Philadelphia; | 

An act (H. R. No. 848) onthasiainin the issue | 
of a register to the brig Charles H. Jordan; and | 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 22) in relation to | 
the public printing. 


| 








CLERKS TO COMMITTEES, 

Mr. BRAGG submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee to Au- 
dit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate: 

Resolved, That any clerk to a standing committeg of the 
Senate, who was appointed during the month of December 
last of the present session of Congress, shali receive the 
usual per diem from the beginning of the session, in ac 


cordance with the resolution of the Senate of the 23d of 
December, 1857. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Rev. 
Charles Beecher and others, of Georgetown, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia and in the United States 
Territories, the prohibition of the inter-State slave 
trade, and the passage of a resolution pledging 
Congress against the admission of any slave State 
into the Union, the acquisition of any slave ter- 


ritory, and the employment of any slaves by any | 
agent, contractor, officer, or Department of the | 
Federal Government; which was ordered to lie | 


on the table. 


Mr. HEMPHILL presented the memorial of | 


Loomis L. Langdon, second lieutenant of the first || 


regiment of artillery, praying remuneration for 
losses incurred while defending Brownsville, in 
December, 1859; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the State of South Carolina, praying 
the reimbursement of expenses incurred in the 
war of the Revolution, and paid by that State 
subsequent to the settlement with the States, un- 
der the act of August 5, 1790, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

“Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill 


(H.R. No. 555) for the relief of the heirs of John 


Hopper, deceased, reported it without amend- 


ment. 

He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referreddhe bill (H.R. No. 670) grant- 
ing an increase of pension to William G. Bernard, 
late a soldier in the United States Army, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE. 
this is a very meritorious case. It mereiy pro- 
vides for an increase of pension to this man, who 
isin avery helpless condition; and I ask unan- 
imous consent that it may be put on its passage 
at once. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Foor in 
the chair.) 
not be considered to-day. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


I will state to the Senate that | 


Objection being made, the bill can- | 


Ordered, That William P. Bowhay have leave to with- | 


draw his petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That Jolin R. Clay have leave to withdraw his | 


petition and papers. 


CLAIM OF GEORGE P. KANE. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- || } : 5 
|| was, to strike out of the first amendment adopted 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 


to furnish the Senate with all the information within bis 
knowledge concerning the claim of George P. Kane tor 
extra work dove on the Post Office building in the city of 
Baltimore. 

SALARIES OF DISTRICT JUDGES. 


Mr. POWELL. Iask the Senate to take up 
Senate bill No. 504, not for the purpose of con- 
sidering it, but merely for the purpose of offering 
some amendments. 

504) to increase the salaries of certain judges of 
the district courts of the United States was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to make the salary of 


the judge of the district court of the United States | 


for the district of Georgia $3,250; the salary of 


7, : 


the judge of the district court of the United States || 


for the district of Alabama $3,250; the salary of 
the judge of the United States for the northern 
district of Florida $3,000; the salary of the judge 
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of the district court of the United States for the 
western district of Texas $3,000; the salary of 
the judge of the district court of the United States 
for the district of Connecticut $3,000; the salary 
of the judge of the district court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Texas $3,000, in 
lieu of the salary now allowed by law. 

Mr. POWELL. I move an amendment, to 
insert, in the seventeenth line, after the word 
**dollars,’’ the following: 


ent i eS . — 


The salary of the judge of the district court of the United 
States for ule district of South Carolina shali be @3.250; 
the salary of the judge of the district court of the United 
s district of Kentueky shall be $3,000; the 
salary of the judge of the district court of the United States 
for the northern district of Ohio shall be 83,000, 


. The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is On agreeing to this amendment. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


ilcs for th 


The question 


Is it in order to move a 


| further amendment to that amendment? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. I+ is in order 
to move an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Then I move to amend 
the amendment by adding that the salary of the 
judge of the district court of the United States 
of Michigan be increased to $3,000. 

Mr. POWELL. [ have no objection to that. 


They can all be considered when the bill comes 


up regularly. 

Mr. RICE. Would it be in order to move an- 
other amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Anamendment 
Is not in order until the amendment to the amend- 


|; ment, offered by the Senator from Michigan, is 


disposed of. The question is on the amendment 
to the amendment. 
Theamendmenttotheamendment wasagreed to, 
Mr. HALE. I move toamend by making the 
salary of the district judge of the State of New 
Hampshire $3,000. LI want to state that this judge 
is liable to go all over the State; and our judge 
has to go to Boston, and I think his salary ought 
to be nearly as high as the judge in Boston. — 
Theamendmentto the amendment wasagreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the amendment, as amended. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
Mr. POWELL. I do not propose any further 
action on the bill. We have no time to consider it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will lie on 
the table. 
POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. YULEE. Inowask the Senate to do me 
the favor to take up the post route bill, and con- 
clude it, and send it to the House of Representa- 
tives at once. I think we shall be able to con- 


| clude it without debate. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


eration of the bill (H1. Wg No. 714) establishing 


certain post routes. 
Mr. YULEE. There are three amendments, 
which | have given to the Secretary, which con- 


| template the striking out of provisions making 


appropriations, the purpose of which is to facili- 
tate the passage of the bill through the other 
House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ments will be read in order, and action taken on 
each separately. 

The Secretary read the first amendment, which 


by the Senate the following: 


‘And the sum of 85,000 is hereby appropriated out of 
any moneys arising trom the revenue of the Post Office De- 
partment to carry out the provisions of this act.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on amending the bill by striking out this pro- 


| vision. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next was to strike out of the fourth amend- 


: ya =r |) ment adopted by the Senate the following words: 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. }; : , 5 


* And that of such money heretofore accrued to the Uni- 
ted States, the sum of $12,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out ofany money in the Treasury nototherwise 
appropriated, for the purpose of carrying out the recom- 


| mendations of the Postmaster General on the subject of 


dead letters, under date of 7th of May, 1860.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next was to strike out the whole of the 


|| seventh amendment adopted by the Senate, m the 


| following words: 
i} 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $2,000 be paid 


ee 


a 
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out of any money ja the Treasury not otherwise appropn- 
ated, for ihe purpose of fitting up and furnishing the post 
office portion of the castom-house in the city of St. Louis. 


The ame: dment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. I shall now offer a single amend- 
ment. I wish to state to the Senate that upon the 
reference to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, on Saturday, of the message from the 
President relating to the California mail service, 
the committee made a report which seemed not to 
be acceptable to genuemen here, and which could 
not +3 without unanimous consent. I have 
since that time prepared an amendment, which 
I hope steers clear of all objections, which pro- 
vides for the mail service on the best footing we 
ean putit upon, and to which I trust there will be 
no objection from any quarter. 
to the : 


par s 


ttlement of the great mail between the 
two sections of the country daily overland to be 
given to the lowest bidder, and a temporary ser- 
vice upon the water. 

The Secretary read the amendment, to insert at 

he end of the bill the following: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and be is hereby, authorized and directed to 
advertise for proposals for the daily transportation of the 
entire mail, overland, between St. Louis, Missouri, and 


San Franeiseo, California, over the central route, in twenty || 


days’ time, the bids to be received until the Ist day of De 
eember nextensuing, and the service to commence on the 
ist day of July, 1°61; and the Postmaster General is hereby 
directed to award the contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder. 

Sec 
General be, and he hereby is, authorized to provide tem- 
porary steamship service, by the nearest and most expedi- 
tious route, between New York and San Francisco, at a 
cost not excecding $400,000 a year, reserving to the Gov- 
ermment the privilege of annulling the contract, after the 
commencement of the overland service, upon ninety days’ 
notice. 

Sec. “Ind he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
provide forthe conveyance ofthe entire United States mail, 
weekly, from St. Paul, Minnesera, via St. Cloud, and from 
Superior, Wisconsin, via Crow Wing, to the Dalles, in Or- 
egon, with the same preémption right as heretofore allowed 
upon other through routes: Provided, The service can be 
obtained at an annual cost not exceeding $200,000, and the 
trip to be performed in twenty days, the service to*expire 
on the lst day of July, 1866. 

Seo. —. Ind be itt further enacted, That the cost of the 
service authorized in the three preceding sections of this 
act, and that now performing on the inland routes, num 
bered cight thousand nine hundred and eleven, (8911,) 
twelve thousand eight hundred and one, (12801,) twelve 
thousand five hundred and seventy-eight, (12578,) and 
eight thousand and seventy-six, (8076,) shall be paid aiter 
annual appropriation by the Secretary of the Treasury upon 
the certificate of service trom the Postmaster General, ex 
cept so far as appropriations mnay already have been made 
for such service; and the contractors on route 12578, be 
tween St. Louis and Memphis and San Francisco, may, 
between the terminal points, carry the mail on such route 
as they may preter 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, 1 do not un- 
derstand the last proposition contained in that 
amendment, and | should like to have an expla- 
nation of it. 

Mr. YULEL. The fast proposition is simply 
this: that the contractors on what is called the 
great overland route, the Butterfield route, may 
have liberty to choose thetr 
the terminal poinis; th itis, they shall not be con- 
fined to the southern route if they prefer to go 
elsewhere. 

Mr. WILSON. Lunderstand that this amend- 
ment, as a whole, has been offered to the post 
route bill, 

Mr. YUOLEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILSON. There is an amendment now 
pending, L believe, moved by myself the other 
day. ls there not? 

Mr. YULEE. There is, sir. 
a substitute for yours. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
not aware of the pendency of a previous amend- 
ment. If there be one, that is first in order. 

Mr. WILSON. By general consent, | 
withdraw the amendment that lt proposed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection 
being made, the Senator withdraws his amend- 
ment. Itis withdrawn. 

Mr. YULEE. If there is any objection to that 
clause, | will withdraw it. 

Mr. WILSON. 
drawn. 

Mr. YULEE. That was introduced at 


instance of a gentleman of the House 


I offered this as 


will 


the 
who was 


IL think it had better be with- 


It looks finally | 


. And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster | 


own routes between | 
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for | understand it is not satisfactory to some Sen- | 


ators here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
drawn. 

Mr. WILSON. 
shall! vote for the amendment oflered by the chair- 
man 6f the committee, although I shall do it with 
some little reluctance in regard to the steamships. 
[ shall vote for it as a whole, although I am op- 


It is with- | 


I wish simply to say that I | 


posed to making any further contract with these | 


steamships. I wish simply to state a fact as I 
understand it; and I would like the attention for 
a momentof the chairman of that committee, and 
an explanation of it. I understand thatin March, 


| 1859, a proposition was made, by responsible par- 
| ties, to carry the mail to California for the post- 


age. 1 will make the whole statement, and then 
I would like an explanation of it. I understand, 
further, that the Postmaster General decided that 
it was an inland route; that the Postmaster Gen- 


| eral did not publicly advertise for bids, but sent 


notices for bids to carry the mails to California; 
that Mr. Johnson made a bid of $162,000, and an- 
other party $178,000; that it was awarded to Mr. 
Johnson; that two months before the time expired 
at which Mr. Johnson was to commence the ser- 
vice, the Postmaster General, with the assent of 
the President of the United States, made a pro- 


| visional contract with Mr. Vanderbilt to carry the 
| mail for $100,000 more than it had been letto John- 





son for; that Johnson gave up his contract; that, 
though he was supported by responsible parties, 
the Postmaster General, in violation of law, re- 
leased those bondsmen, and that another party 
offered to carry the mail for $178,000—$84,000 less 
than it was let to Mr. Vanderbilt for—and claimed 
the right to carry it, but it was let to Mr. Van- 
derbilt. 

I understand these facts. I make no reflection 
upon anybody in regard to it; but I think it is 
about time for this whole steam service to cease. 
I shall, however, vote for it, because it is coupled 
with and is a part of an amendment for an inland 
mail across the continent by the central route to 
San Francisco. 

Mr. YULEE. Weare at too late a period of 


the session for me to undertake to enter into any 


| detailed explanations upon the point which the | 
| Senator suggests. 


I will simply state to him that 
the proposition of Mr. Johnson was found to be 
a bogus concern, and on the day on which the 


| mails were to be carried he was entirely unpre- 


pared to do so, and the Postmaster General was 
compelled to make a contract with another party. 


| There is a full explanation of the whole matter 


in answer to the testimony of persons who were | 


| complaining. ‘The Senator will find a full expla- | 


in a letter from the Post Office Department which 
has been printed as one of the documents of this 
session; and he will also find a full explanation 
in a letter from the Department in reply to an in- 
quiry of the chairman of the Covode committee, 


nation there. 
question. 


Mr. BRAGG. 


I hope we shall take a vote on this 


I wish to offer an amendment. 


| T move to strike out the words in relation to the 
| St. Paul route, and I will state the reasons why. 


interested in that region of country; but I will | 


withdraw it. 


Mr. WILSON. Lam very glad itis withdrawn, 


| allow me. 


The words to be stricken out are: 


* With the same preémption right as heretofore allowed 
upon other through routes.”’ 


Mr. YULEE. One moment, ifthe Senator will 


45, for an answer to his inquiry. 
Mr. BRAGG. My reason for moving the 


I will call the attention of the Senator | 
| from Massachusetts to executive document No. | 


/ amendment is this: it will be perceived by Sena- | 


tors that it is provided in the amendment submit- 
ted by the Senator from Florida, in relation to this 


northern route—the St. Paul route—that the con- | 
| tractors are to have the privilege of preémpting | 
six hundred and forty acres of land, at a distance | 


not exceeding twenty miles apart; that is, for 


| every twenty miles of the route they are to be al- 


lowed to preémpt six hundred and forty acres of 
land; and that was the law in relation to matters 
of this kind previous to this session. That sub- 
ject gave a great deal of trouble. It was before 
The com- 


oth Houses of the present Congress. 


mittees in both Houses gave it a great deal of | 


consideration. We conferred with the Interior 
Department; and, upon the advice of that Depart- 
ment, we came to the conclusion that it was bet- 
ter to repeal that law. We have repealed it bya 
general act, passed at this session, which has been 


| best to substitute this policy, which is ineo, 











and is now the law of 


signed by the President, 
“he reason why it was thought ' 


the land. 


bes 
to repeal it was, that a great many cross-p . 

| a “oT Olute 
bidders have preempted lands, and there Were 


before Congress numerous petitions for rel}, for 
the purpose of having these preéemptions cop, 
firmed. The Land Office thought it expedient no 
rated in the bill that was passed, that these... 
tions should be selected by the authority of jj, 
Government, and should become permanent sath 

ua 


| Stations. Now, these preémptions, when taken 


| out by a contractor, become his private 








tf we we toe ith th Property; 
and if we are to go on with this System, every 


contractor will take a new set of preémption rich; 
of six hundred and forty acres. The Departny on 
thought it better, and the committee and the Sen, 
ate, in passing the bill, have concurred in that 
opinion, to have permanent stations set apart for 
the use of the United States, or rather for the ygo 
of the contractors who became contractors when 
these biddings or mails were let; and that is tio 
system now provided for in the law. Thereforp 
I hope that part of the amendment will be stricken 
out. 

I know itis said that contractors on other routes, 
as my friend from Minnesota says, have had tha; 
privilege; but why extend it further? We haye 
concluded to stop, and change that policy. Why 
should we continue it? Simply because others 
have had it is no reason why new contractors 
should have it again. We must commence the 
system at some time. We have passed this law, 
and now let us adhere to it. It may be said by 
my friend that the contractor will not be willing 
to take it upon as moderate terms without this 
privilege as with it. Very well; let him be paid 


| more. But, sir, to go on with this system of pre- 
| emptions for every twenty miles with six hun- 


dred and forty acres of land, we are assured in 
the Department of the Interior, has given them 
infinite trouble, more than anything else; and 
after long consideration, and when all the petitions 
were presented here by the contractors and others 
in relation to this matter, the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands came to the conclusion that it was better 


| to airs the law, and substitute the provision 
1 


which I have stated. 

Mr. RICE. IL have buta few words to say upon 
this amendment. What the honorable Senator 
has just said in regard to the trouble that has 
been given to the Department I admit to be true. 
He has stated that the trouble arose in const 

uence of the cross routes. I know that is so. 
The trouble has not originated upon the through 
routes. The contractors pay $1 25 an acre for 
the land. While others have been urging for a 
homestead to keep the lands out of market, he 
and his friends have taken a different course, and 
ask that the Government shall receive $1 25 an 
acre for the land. We are willing to pay it, and 
willing that the contractor should pay $] 25 an 
acre. Then the Senator thinks it is best to reserve 
these stations for the use of the future mail con- 
tractors, or for the Government. In the name of 
Heaven, if you do that, when will the Government 
get a dollar for the land? Never. 

. Then, again, I ask any Senator here if the con- 
tractors have gone on and expended $500,000 in 
improvements upon these lands, and then Con- 
gress takes these improvements away, when will 
there be an end put to their coming here and 
claiming indemnity? It will cost the Govern- 
ment ten times the value of the land, and they 
will get nothing for the land at last; or else the 
contractors will not put improvements upon tie 
lands, and consequently the service cannot be 
performed. Here, upon the northern route, the 
first time there has been a prospect of obtaining 
service, you cripple us so that we cannot get tt, 
if you strike out this provision; and at the same 


| time, you limit the amount to one fourth of what 


is given upon other routes for performing the ser 
vice. Iam willing, Mr. President, to amend the 
bill so that no entry shall exceed one hundred 
and sixty acres, to take one fourth of what has 
been allowed to all other contractors upon over 
land service. Iam willing to modify it to that 
extent; but to go beyond it, I wish to say to the 
Senate, would cripple us; the Government would 
get nothing for the land; and, if improvemen's 
are made, when the next contractor comes in an 

the Government takes possession and turns these 
improvements over to him, I want to know ! 
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1860. — 
th y would not have to pay a large sum to re- 
fund the amount of money expended upon those 
rons! o e . 
\r, PUGH. Itis not worth while to debate this 
ction; but we have considered it in the Com- 


St 


wi ftee 
pies 


wants t 


iwainst the judgment of the committee in 


insist, é ; ° ' 
harge of the question, upon restoring a policy 
chats . : ° 

which, upon fall consideration, they have re- 
ject d? 


Mr. RICE. I am willing to submit at all times 
to the decision of the Committee on Public Lands 
in matters appropriately belonging to that com- 
mittee; but the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads have unanimously reported in favor 
of this proposition. I wish to say to the Senator 
from Ohio that if it is stricken out it will cripple 


the service. How does he expect gentlemen to 


TH 





| 
| 


on Public Lands, and if the gentleman | 
) pass the bill, he had better take that out. | 
He needs unanimous consent; and why should he | 


| 


epend $300,000 in making improvements on these || 


stations along that line, and then at the end of the 
contract to give them up to the Government or to 
the other contractors? How does he expect it? 

Mr. PUGH. He will not lose his improve- 
ments. 

Mr. RICE. Who will pay him for them? 
Will the Government? The Senator from Ohio 
and the Committee on Public Lands bring in a 


bill giving to the settlers the land at twenty-five | 
cents an acre, upon the consideration of their re- | 


siding upon it five years; but are not willing to 
give it to these men at $1 25 per acre, upon the 


sideration of their residing upon it and mak- | 


ing improvements for six years, and expending 
500,000. I say to my friend from Ohio, strike 
this out and you cripple our service; you make 
ap invidious distinction, and one that [ will not 
submit to. If a single objection here will kill it, 
i will not submit to it. Let the Senator make his 
objection. Let him kill it. Let us lose it. 


|| cepted. 


| a bonus. 
It cannot exceed over and above such an amount, | 
much less, in my judgment, than the service can | 
I hope the Senator from Ohio | 


Mr. YULEE. | accept the modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mover of 
the amendment to the amendment can modify that 
amendment. ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. Time is very valuable, and I 


know there is no time to discuss this question. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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' and the duty required to be performed by, the First Comp- 


{ understand the Senator from Minnesota pro- || 


poses acompromise. He has claimed in this bill | 
for this northern service all that has been hereto- | 
fore granted to the southern service of a similar 
character; but instead of insisting on six hundred 
and forty acres, I understand he 1s willing to take | 
one hundred and sixty. | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am not willing to | 

gree to it. 
Mr. BRIGHT. You cannot get men to go into 


| the wilderness and undertake as embarrassing and | 


expensive a service as this without something like 
There is a limitation fixed in this bill. 


be performed for. 
will allow the amendments proposed to be ac- 
We can pass the bill if he will. 
will not, the bill must fail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on striking out of the proposed amendment the 
words that have been read on motion of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


| from Florida proposes to modify his amendment 
| by striking out the words ‘* same as heretofore || 
allowed upon other through routes,’’ and insert || 


> 


‘fone hundred and sixty acres;’’ so that it will 


read: 


With the preémption right of one hundred and sixty acres 


|| of land. 


If we | 


cannot have our rights fairly and squarely, we || 


will not have anything, if I can help it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. he question | 


is on striking out the words indicated. 
Mr. HALE. I simply want to say that, in this 
overland service, $200,000 a year 1s all that is 


given to the northern service, and $1,600,000 is || 


given to these southern routes and steamships. | 
This amount of $200,000 is all that is asked for | 


the northern service, and for the new route from 
St. Paul across. | hope we shall retain this smal! 
clause in it. 


Mr. YULEE. 


visable, in relation to this new route, to put them 


on the same footing with the others; and now, as || that satisfies him, to wit: thatut shall be to the 


both sides have been heard, I hope the vote will 
be taken. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. POLK. Will the Senator allow me to 
make one suggestion ? 

Mr. HARLAN. 


onemoment. There is an error, Mr. President, 


The committee thought it ad- | 


I will occupy the floor but | 


in the statement that the Committee on Public | 
Lands agreed deliberately to repeal this policy. | 


The final decision of the Senate Committee on || 


Public Lands was to recommend a reframing of 
that bill so as to continue this policy to the con- 
tractors on the through routes and to repeal it so 
far as it hitherto has been supposed to be appli- 


nal: 
cabie to the contractors on the cross routes, buta || 


|| will put the 
| are made, an 


committee of conference of the two bodies, the | 


Senate and House, finally agree to repeal this 
policy. I make this statement merely to set the 
Coramittee on Public Lands right. 
amendment will not be carried. 

Mr. BRAGG. One word of explanation, as I 
am on the committee with the Senator from lowa. 
At one time the committee were of the opinion 
which the Senator has stated; but upon further 
examination, and conferring with the Department, 
the majority of the committee changed their opin- 
lons, and came to the conclusion tosettle it as it is. 

Mr. POLK. I understand that the Senator 
from Minnesota is perfectly willing that this pre- 
fmption right shall be reduced to one Coatend 
and sixty acres to the station. 

Mr. RICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POLK. If you will so modify the amend- 
ment, f hope it will be adopted without any ob- 
jection, for thatis only one fourth of what is given 
by the laws heretofore existing. 

Mr. RICE. I move that modification to the 
amendment of the Senator from Florida. 


hope this | 





Mr. RICE. Let it read *‘ with the usual pre- | 
emption right, not to exceed one quarter section 
to each station.”’ 

Mr. PUGH. 1 wish to suggest to the Senator 
from Minnesota u further modification. 

Mr. RICE. At the suggestion of the Senator 


from North Carolina, I will add, *‘ and the sta- | 
tions not to exceed one for every twenty miles.”’ | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the mover | 


so modify his amendment? 


Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir. 


If he || 


troller of the Treasury, to assess the damages duc the par- 
ties under the sixth section ofan act entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857,” be, and 
the same are hereby, transferred to and vested in, and shall 
hereafter be performed by, the Register of the Treasury and 
the Commissioner of Patents. 


Mr. YULEE. This is a private claim, and I 


hope it will not be moved upon this bill. 


Mr. PUGH. If it is put on this bill, the bill 


; cannot pass, 


The amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
thirdtime. It was read the third time, and passed. 


LAND GRANTS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
bill CH. R. No. 812) to amend an act entitled “‘An 
act granting public lands in alternate sections to 
the State of Mississippi, to aid in the construction 
of railroads in said State, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved August 1], 1856, have dieoened me to 
reportit back without amendment, with a recom- 


| mendation that it pass; and | ask the consent of 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || 


from Florida will come to the Seeretary’s desk 
and see that the modification is made in accord- 
ance with his views. 

Mr. YULEE. At tlic instance of the Senator 
from Ohio, L have accepted another modification 


| first term only, which was the intention of the 


committee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. When these 


| modifications are entered, the amendment will be 


| read as modified, so that the Senate may under- 


stand what it is. 


Mr. YULEE. 


taken. The amendments are being written out, || 
and they are understood by the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


uestion as soon as the modifications 

the bill wherein modified will be 
read; and also that portion of ¢he amendment 
which has been modified by the mover. 


The Secretary read the amendment, as mod- | 


ified, to strike out the words ‘* with the same pre- 


/emption right as heretofore allowed upon other 


through routes,’’ and to insert: 


The usual preémption right, not to exceed one quarter 
section allowed for each station: Provided, That this grant 
of preémption shall not extend beyond six years from the 


passage of this act; and said preémption shall not exceed | 


one quarter section for each twenty miles of said route. 

‘The PRESIDING OFEICER. 
is on agreeing to this amendment? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Before the vote is finally 
taken, I merely wish to inquire if the last part of 
the amendment offered by the chairman of the 
committee is withdrawn ? 

Mr. YULEE. It is withdrawn. There seem- 
ing to be much objection to it, | withdrew it. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Very well. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 hope the bill will now be put 
on its passage. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I have an amendment to 


offer, to insert as an additional section: 
And be it further enacted, That the power devolved on, 


[ hope the question will now be | 


The question | 


the Senate to put it upon its passage at once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. If it gives rise to debate, of 
course it will go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
be read for information. 

Mr. BROWN. If Senators will allow me, I 
can explain ina single word whatitmeans. ‘There 
was a grant of land made to the State of Missis- 
sippi for this road. It is not proposed to increase 
the amount at all, but to change the northern 
terminus of the road; and the reason why we 


The bill will 


|| Want it passed now is this: the company is going 
| on to locate the road, and they want the consent 


of Congress to terminate the road at Canton, in- 
stead of Brandon. 

Mr. PUGH. Is it nota new grant? 

Mr. BROWN. Itis no grant at all. 

Mr. PUGH. Then I do not object to it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN and Mr. KING. Let the 
bill be read. 

The Secretary read it. It proposes to amend so 
much of the act mentioned in the tite as makes 
a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, to aid 
in the construction of a railroad *‘ from Brandon 


| to the Gulf of Mexico,’’as to read, from Canton 








| 
| 
| 
| 


to the Gulf of Mexico; and the rights, privileges, 
and immunities, growing out of the grant of land 
under the act of August 11, 1856, are to remain 
in all other respects as heretofore. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


| the bill. 


It was reported to the Senate without amend- 


| ment, ordered to a third reading, and read the 


third time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, l addressed 
the Chair before the bill passed to a third reading, 
but 1 do not know that it makes any difference. 


| What I want to know with reference to it is this: 


I do not understand what the provisions of the 
original act were. Does it grant the land along 
the line of the road, designating the boundaries, 
starting from one point and going to another? 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir; from Brandon to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. How can we know, from 
anything in the bill, how the public lands may 
be affected by this change of the terminus? It is 
one thing to grant lands along the route of a road 
from one point to another, and a very different 
thing to grant lands to a road starting from a dif- 
ferent point. It may be longer, and it may run 
over other lands, and may involve other ques- 
tions. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator will allow me, 
there isa letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
and another from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, stating that it would increase the 
amount of land nothing, or very little. Besides, 
| know every inch of this country as well as I do 
the road to my hotel. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator says it 
does not affect the public lands injuriously, very 
well. 

Mr. BROWN. The land which it would have 
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obtained by the original bill was a grant south 
even of Brandon, and I do not think the company 
will get one acre more if this bill passes. 

The bill was pass d. 

SALARIES OF CONSULS. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I °m directed by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 765) toamend anact entitled “ An act 
to regulate the diplomatic and consular systems of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


j 
| 


the United States,’’ approved August 18, 1856, to | 


report it back without amendment, and to ask that 
it be put on its passage. It direets that the salary 
of the consul at Swatou shall be increased to 
$4,000; Bremen, $3,000; Assumption, $1,500; 
Malta, $1,500; Barcelona, $1,500; Florence,$1,500; 
Gibraltar, $1,000; and Hanover, $1,000. There 
was a report, which was made in the House of 
Representatives, which we approve of; and lask 
that the bill be put upon its passage, unless there 
is some objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Georgia asks for the present consideration 
of the bill whieh he has just reported. Itrequires 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. KING. I object. 

Mr. KING subsequently said: 1 objected, a 
little while ago, to at } 
from Georgia, in relation to the salaries of certain 
consuls, It has been so explained to me that I 
now desire to waive that objection. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Then, if there is no objection, 
I move to take up that bill. I care nothing about 
it; but it has passed the House of Representa- 


ill reported by the Senator 


tives, and has been investigated by the Depart- | 


ment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


from New York withdraws the objection he pre- 


The Senator | 


viously made to the bill reported by the Senator | 


from Georgia, and that bill is now before the 
Senate, and will be read. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I object to the consideration 
of the bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 


That is sufficient. 


Mr. SLIDELL said subsequently: I objected, | 


afew moments since, to the consideration of a 
bill amendatory of the consular. and diplomatic 


bill of 1856, allowing salaries to certain consular | 


officers; | withdraw the objection, having had the 
matter explained to me, and | wish to move to 
take it up, if the Senate will consent to do so. 

Mr. PUGH. What is the bill? 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
aries of half a dozen consuls. 

Mr. PUGH. I will object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Louisiana withdraws his objection to the 


bill (H. R. No. 765) to amend an act entitled || 


‘* An act to regulate the diplomatic and consular 


It is the bill raising the sal- | 


systems of the United States,’’ approved August | 


Is, 1856. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to that bill. It has been 
twice laid ovér upon objection, and | now renew 
the objection, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Does one ob- 
jection prevent its being considered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

R. H. PORTER AND OTIIERS. 


Mr. BIGLER. 
bill of the House of Representatives No. 849, for 
the purpose of referring it to the Court of Claims. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
is upou the motion to take up the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


will now be on referring the bill to the Court of | 


Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BIGLER said subsequently: 
House bill No. 849,a few moments since, for the 
panesees as | supposed, of referring that particu- 
ar claim to the Court of Claims; but it seems the 
bill itself refers a number of cases to the Court of 
Ciaims, and therefore it is necessary to pass the 
bill. | move that the Senate resume the consid- 
eration of that bill for the purpose of passing it. 


The PRESIDING. The first question will be 


on reconsidering the vote by which it was referred | 


to the Court of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


now recurs on the motion to refer it to the Court 
of Claims 


I called up | 


I ask the Senate to take up | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BIGLER. I withdraw that motion, and 
I desire to state that the bill itself refers a num- 
ber of cases to the Court of Claims, and therefore 
it is necessary to pass it. 
Mr. PUGH. f chjeet to this legislation. We 
| cannot understand it. 
The PRRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
| now before the Senate, and will be read. 
| Mr. BIGLER. It merely refers certain claims 
to the Court of Claims. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Let it be read, 
so that it will be understood. 
The Secretary read the bill. 
the Court of Claims shall have jurisdiction to hear 
and determine the several claims of James & R. H. 
Porter against the United States, of J. C. Irvine 
& Co. against the United States, and of Charles 
Perry & Co. against the United States, for prop- 
erty belonging to those persons and firms respect- 
ively, which they allege was depreciated, lost, 
destroyed, or abandoned, in consequence of the 
interference of the military authority of Colonel 
A.S. Johnston with them while in the regular pur- 
suit ofa legitimate trade or business; also for 
| extra wages, expenses, and losses which they aver 
that they respectively incurred by reason of that 


GLOB 


It provides that | 


|| ted States will be responsible before any judem 
'| is acquired. ' 


| interference; and the judgment of the court is to | 


| be final between the parties; but for error of law, 


either party may, within three months after the | 


| rendition of such judgment, sue out a writ of error 
from the Supreme Court of the United States; and 
if that court, upon the hearing of such writ of error, 
shall not reverse the judgment of the court below, 
| the same shall stand as a final judgment between 

the parties; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 


to estimate for the amount of the judgment, if | 


| for by law; but nothing in this act is to be con- 


against the United States, as for a sum provided | 


strued as admitting any liability on the part of | 


| the United States, to either of the parties. If, on 
| the hearing of the causes, or either of them, the 


|| Committee on the aa eal 


court shall be of opinion that Colonel Johnston | 


acted in good faith in issuing his order of the 19th 
of October, 1857, and in his subsequent acts in 
relation to the property of the parties, and that 
| his acts in the premises were in contravention of 
| the legal rights of the parties, or either of them, 
the United States is to be held responsible for the 
| damages resulting to the parties, or either of them, 
from such interference with their legal rights, 
without reference to the question whether the 
officer may have exceeded his authority or not. 

Mr. PUGH. That bill has not been sent to 
any standing committee. I object to its consid- 
eration. I a to taking up matters of this im- 
portance at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
read twice, and referred to the Court of Claims, 
and that motion has been reconsidered, and the 
bill is now before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, and open to amendment. Does the 
Senator from Ohio make any motion in reference 
to it? 
| Mr. PUGH. I make this suggestion. Here is 
a bill enlarging the jurisdiction of the Court of 
| Claims to a class of cases that are not now within 

it, making the decision final, giving these cases a 
| preference over every other question brought to 

the court, and i@is brought here and read three 
| times on the last day of the session without in- 
| vestigation by any committee. Ido not know 
| the magnitude of the claim, or anything about it. 
Lam constrained by a sense of public duty to 
object to this sort of legislation; and if the bill has 
not been read twice, | object to its further reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
inform the Senator that the bill has been read 
twice before this day, and is now properly before 
the Senate. 

Mr. PUGH. The rule requires it to go toa 
committee of the Senate, 

Mr. HALE. I want to raise this question: that 
as it comes from the Court of Claims to-day, it 
does not stand on the same footing as a bill re- 
ported to-day. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was referred 
| to the Court of Claims; but before it had been sent 
to the Court of Claims that motion was reconsid- 
ered, and it is now regularly before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, on the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, and is open toamend- 
ment, 

Mr. POLK. [ think, as T read the bill, that 
the Senator from Ohio is mistaken in saying that 





KE 


Ae 


_ Senator upon it; and that is, beforehand, it oi 


| tice to myself, that I called up this bill with’ y 
understanding that it was simply to refer it to {J 
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of Claims is final. | 


the decision of the Court 
think it provides for an appeal bye 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr. HALE. There is one feature in this }; 
that ought to bring ‘the condemnation of oh 


ither party to 


y 
out that the United States will stand respons ble 
for any judgment that may be rendered acajn., 
the defendant, and thus invites that considerari.., 
pre omen at once, asa sort of premium, tho; 
the United States will pay any judgment that may 
be rendered; thus, in fact, making the Uyie. 
States a defendant in the suit. I hope, for ga: 
reason, it will not pass. It will be time eno» 
after Colonel Johnson is mulcted in damages (y. 
a judgment of the court, and then comes hero » 4 
shows it, for the United States to interfere a). 
pay the judgment; but it is a bad policy, and ay 
evil example, to hold out beforehand that the Uy;. 


ital 
Leg 


nt 
Mr. BIGLER. I merely desire to say, jy jing. 
Court of Claims, but discovered afterwards rm 
the bill itself referred several cases on certaiy egy. 
ditions; therefore I was mistaken in the chars ctoy 
of the bill. I know nothing about its merits, | 
supposed that there would be no objection w! 


Hat- 


| ever to referring any class of cases to the Court 





of Claims. I presume there would not be if there 
were no special conditions in this bill. Ag y 
single Senator can prevent its final passage, there 
is no use for further delay with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chairwil! 
state the position of the question. The bil! js 
before the Senate, and is subject to the action of 
the majority of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I move that it be referred to the 


The PRESIDING OFF 
is in order. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


CER. That motion 


| by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
| Speaker of the House had signed the following 


enrolled bills and joint resolutions; which there- 
upon received the signature of the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 337) for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Smith, of Coffee county, Tennessee; 

A bill (H. R. No. 557) to establish two Indian 
agencies in Nebraska Territory, and one in th 
Territory of New Mexico; 

A bill (H.R. No. 818) for the relief of William 
A. Linn’s estate; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 31) explanatory 
the 8th section of the act of Congress approved 
February 28, 1859; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 41) to reduce the 
price of the public printing. 


INDIAN AGENTS. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. I move that the bill (H. 
R. No. 181) to provide for a superintendent of 
Indian affairs for Washington Territory, and ad- 
ditional Indian agents, be now taken up. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I believe it is necessary, 
in the first place, to move a reconsideration of the 
amendment adopted by the Senate. This bill was 
recalled from the other House for that purpose. 
I move to reconsider the amendment which was 
adopted by the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let the bill be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (I. 
R. No. 181) to provide for a superintendent 0! 
Indian affairs for Washington Territory, and ad 
ditional Indian agents, is now before the Senate. 
It was passed by the Senate on the 19th of Mareli, 
with an amendment, and returned from the Hous 
of Representatives on the request of the Senate. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. That request was tor the 
purpose of enabling the Senate to reconsider this 
amendment. I move to reconsider this amend- 
ment; and I shall offer one in place of it whic 
has been agreed to as a compromise by mys’! 
and gentlemen on the other side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Arkansas moves to reconsider the vol 
adopting the amendment. 

Mi : KING. 1 should like to know what the 
bill is. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


itis taken up? 


I want to know whether 
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l it 
sf The amendment of the Senate was to 
ager. 


ya at the end of the second section: 


| 

Provided, ‘That all the present temporary agents and sub- 
seonts in Washington ‘Territory shall be dismissed, and no | 
! 

| 


others appointed. 


The Senator from Arkansas moves to recon- 
der the vote agreeing to this amendment, and 
offers, in its stead, an amendment which will be 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know whether 
[can object to the consideration of the bill to- 


day—— 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. It has been taken up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. When? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. By a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not understand it. 
[asked to have it read before it should be taken 
up, With a view Lo see what‘it was. There has 
been no vote of the Senate to take it up. Now, I 
should like to have the billread before thatamend- | 
ment is offered, and see whether I will object to 
it or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair di- 
rected the amendment proposed to be substituted 
for the one already read to be read for the inform- 
ation of the Senate, end he will then have the bill 
read. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is not too late to ob- 
ject. 1 observed expressly that I should like to | 
have the bill read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment that is proposed to be inserted for the one 
which has been read will be read for the informa- 
tion of the Senate. 

The Secretary read it, to strike out all of the 
original amendment adopted by the Senate, and 
to insert in lieu thereof: 

Provided, That no agent or sub-agent, either special, 
temporary, or otherwise, shal! be hereatter employed or 
continued inemployment in Washingtcn Territory, except 
only the three agents and sub-agents provided for by exist- 
ing law, and the additional agents enacted by this act. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Now [should like to hear 
the bill read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will | 
be read at length. 

The Secretary read it. It authorizes the Pres- | 
identtomakea separate superintendency of Wash- | 
ingion Territory; and to appoint, by and with the | 
advice and consent of the Senate, or during the | 
recess thereof, and until the end of its next ses- 
sion after such appointment, a superintendent of | 
Indian affairs for that Territory, with an annual | 
salary of $2,500. The President is also author- | 
ized to appoint, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, or during a recess thereof, and 
uatil the end of its next session after such appoint- 
ment, three additional agents for the Territory, 
with an annual salary of $1,500 each. The Pres- 
ident, in adjusting the limits of the respective 
superintendencies of Oregon and Washington, | 
may attach any tribe situated partly in both to 
either superintendency, in such manner as, in his | 
judgment, may best promote the public service. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reconsidering the amendment agreed to by 
the Senate. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have only to say, in 
explanation of that amendment, that it was passed 
by consent between myself, representing the com- 
mittee, and the Senator from Vermont, not now 
in his seat, [Mr. Cortamer.}] The amendment 
did not properly embody our views, as we under- 
stood them at the time, and the bill was sent for 
to the House, to enable the Senate to correct that 
error. The amendment which I have sent to the 
Chair has been submitted to the Senator from’| 
Vermont, and agreed to by himas embodying the 
views which constituted the compromise of the | 
Opinions upon the original passage of the bill. It 
's to carry out that understanding with the Sen- | 
ator from Vermont that I had the bill recalled. 
That amendment obviates all his objections, and 
satisfies him that the number of agents_granted 
by the bill is fewer than those absolutely and in | 
fact employed under the existing law. That was 
the Whole object in having it recalled. 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion 18 On reconsidering the vote agreeing to the | 
amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 








The biil was || 


ated from the Seeretary’s desk, and is in || 


| 
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| Post Office and Post Roads, to whom the subject 
read for the information of the Senate. || 
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now recurs on agreeing to the original amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. L now offer the amend- | 
ment which has been read in licu of it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was passed. 

MAILS TO MEXICO. 
Mr. WIGFALL, from the Committee on the 


was referred, reported a bill (S. No. 517) to pro- 


_ vide for the transportation of the mails of the 


| United States between the United States and the 








tepublic of Mexico; which was read a first and | 
second time by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I ask the consent of the 
Senate for the present consideration of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be read for information. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. | 

Mr. SLIDELL. I object to the consideration | 
of the bill at this time. It is merely read for in- 
formation, I suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- | 
ing made, the bill cannot be considered to-day | 


POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the | 
House had receded from its amendment to the 
first amendment of ie Senate to the bill (H. R. 
No. 503) making further appropriations for the | 
service of the Post Office Department during the 
fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1860, disagreed 
to by the Senate, and had agreed to said firstamend- 
ment of the Senate; also, that the House had re- 
ceded from its disagreement to the third amend- | 
ment of the Senate to the said bill, and had agreed | 
to the same. 

! 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House | 
had ordered, on the 23d of June, the printing of | 
the following documents: 

Letter of the Postmaster General communicat- | 
ing copies of*contracts, &e.—ordered at two | 
o’clock and twenty minutes. 

Messuve of the President of the United States | 
in reference to the impracticability of concluding | 
a contract for the transportation of the mails be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific ports—ordered at 
three o’clock and fifteen minutes. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker | 
of the House had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. 
No. 812) to amendan act entitled ** An act grant- | 
ing public lands, in alternate sections, to the State | 
of Mississippi, to aid in the construction of rail- | 
roads in said State, and for other purposes,” ap- 
proved August 11, 1856; and it was signed by the 
Vice President. 


HON. DAVID C. BRODERICK. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Fhe Commit- 
tee to Auditand Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate, to whom was referred the resolu- | 
tion in reference to the pay of the late Senator 
Broderick, from the State of California, have had 
the same under consideration, and instructed me 
to report it back to the Senate, and to ask to be | 
discharged from its further consideration. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move that the resolution | 
be adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
from Tennessee reports back the resolution re- | 
ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate, and moves 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
considertion of the regolution. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California now asks the present considera- 
tion of the resolution. | 

Mr. LATHAM. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on taking up the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, directed to pay, out of the contingent tand of the 
Senate, to the assignee of Hon. David C. Broderick, de- 
ceased, late a Senator of the United States, the amount of 
compensation due the deceased at the time of his death. | 


Mr. PUGH. That subject was referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary and thoroughly con- 
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sidered, and we revorted it to be against the law. 
The act fixing the compensation of Congressmen 
provides ey to whom a balance of salary 
shall be paid. If we pay it to this assignee, we 
shall be compelled to pay it to the right person 
hereafter. The Committee on the Judiciary con- 
sidered the subject, and the chairman, the Senx- 
turfrom Delaware, made an elaborate report on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking up the resolution for consideration 
at this time. 

Mr. PUGH. Is it just offered this morning? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
reported this morning. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will say to 
the Senator that the reBolution was introduced a 
a tew days since and referred to the Committee to 


| Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 


the Senate. We have had it under consideration, 
and, on account of its being made payable to the 


| assignee, report it back to the Senate, and ask to 
| be discharged from its consideration, without any 
recommendation, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


If the question can come 


| up properly before the Senate, | wish to say a 
| word on that resohition. 

| 

i 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on taking up the resolution for consideration. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Itis a question to be set- 
tled by the Senate, | suppose. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the matter is 
| debatable ? 


| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. To a limited 


/ extent on the motion to take it up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will state the reason 
why it should be taken up. It is a matter that I 
investigated myself before it went to the commit- 
tee. Ido not think there will be the slightest dan- 
ger in paying this money; and I will state why. 
| know the Committee on the Judiciary reported 
against it, and | think the report from the com- 
mittee, as to the question of law, may be right; 
but if Senators will listen to me a moment, I will 
state the facts just as they are. 

The law, as it stood originally, provided that 
no member of Congress should receiveany amount 
of money for a session, unless he took his seat; 
but there was a subsequent law providing, where 
a Senator died in the recess, that the amount that 
was due to him up to that period should be paid 
to his wife or children, if he had any, and if not, 
to his heirs, thus providing expressly to whom 
it should be paid. Mr. Broderick, before he left 
the city, after the last session, had, oceasion to 
borrow some money—$2,000—of a Mr. Barnard, 
of New York, a friend. He borrowed it of him 
and gave him an assignment of the amount that 
| was due to him at the next session of Congress. 
He lived during a part of the vacation, not long 
enough to make the whole of his pay amount to 
| $2,000—about seventeen hundred dollars, as | ree- 
ollect. He gave this assignment, properly exe- 
cuted, and about which there is no dispute what- 
ever, for this money. I believe the money was 
taken out of bank by Mr. Barnard, who was a 
personal friend of his, and on his indorsement, 
which he has had to pay. 

That was the simple state of the facts. Under 
that state of facts, as a matter of law, the money 
due to Mr. Broderick would be payable, he hav- 
ing died, to his wife, or children, if he had any, 
and, having none, to his heirs. [tis proved, by tes- 
timony, that he had no wife, and had no children, 
and had no heirs. It has been proved by several! 
witnesses that Mr. Broderick repeatedly declared, 
over and over again, that he had no fiving heir, 
no relative whatever. An attempt was made to 
| getup a cousinship to parties in Calsfornia; but 
it utterly fatled. He left no living heirs. What 
isthe result? That the money thus due to Mr. 
Broderick goes into the Treasury of the United 
States, and remains there; and the question is 
really, as a matter of fact, whether it shall be re- 
tained in the Treasury of the United States, for 
the benefit of the United States Government, or 
| go where we should all like to have it go, to this 
| assizument that Mr. Broderick made to his friend 
| for money borrowed before he left for home. 

Now, | know the answer to be made by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the answer to 
be made by any lawyer is: it is possible, by and 
by, some heir will come and claim this money, 
| because the law makes it payable, in case of his 
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death, to his widow and children, or failing such, 
io his heirs. ‘There is not the slightest danger, 
imy judgme nt, or ip the judgment of anybody 
acquainted with Mr. Broderick’s affairs, of this 
moucy ever being called for. It is notorious he 
left no wife or child. 
and it is matter of notoriety, over and overagain, 
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He declared repeatedly, | 


that he did not know that his blood ran in the | 


veins of any human being. | am not positive 
that | heard him say so myself; but my impres- 
sion is that he said ittome. I know I have been 
told so. 

Mr. WILSON. He said it to me. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He said it to the Senator 
from Massachusetts. There has been an attempt 
to make a claim to his esfate, but it has not been 
substantiated. 
had a coustn in California; but Iam told it has 
entirely failed; so that, in reality, the question of 
fact is, Whether this money shall remain in the 
Treasury of the United States or go to pay the 
debt of Mr. Broderick to his friend, who loaned 
him money, and took an assignment of this very 
claim, which there is not enough to pay. The 


There is a sort of ramor that he | 


answer, as J said before, is, that it is possible the | 


Government may be called to pay this again. 
Everything is possible, perhaps; but the fact 1s 
unquestionably otherwise; and itis a simple ques- 
tion whether the Senate, in the exercise of its 
power, will carry out this intention of Mr. Brod- 
erick, which is honorable on his part and just to 
his assignee? 

Mr. MASON. Lam opposed to having this 
money paid out of the contingent fund. It may 
be proper to pay it, but it should not be voted out 
of the contingent fund. If Mr. Broderick left no 


heirs, if suth is the fact, | presume his estate || 


would be liable to his creditors. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. This was a specific as- 
signec, 


Mr. PUGH. This matter was brought before 


_ resolution, because it 1s a proposition to purchase 


the Senate by a petition from the assignee. It || 


wes examined very fully by one of the standing 
committees of the body,and they were unanimous 
against it. “Then it was brought up in the shape 
of a resolution to pay out of the contingent fund, 


which is itself a violation of law. The resolution | 


itself is a violation of an act of Congress in rela- 
tion to the contingent fund of the Senate, and itis 
for no other purpose except to avoid the ordeal of 
a private bill. This resolution was sent to the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate, and they reported against 
it; and here, in defiance of two standing commit- 
tees of this body, an attempt is made, within an 
hour and a half of the adjournment, to put this 
resolution upon its passage. 

Now, sir, | am not going to follow the Senator 
from Maine into this case. I say it isa proposi- 
tion for us to pay the money to a pledgee upon 
collateral security of a salary not earned at the 
time of the pledge. It is extremely doubtful 
whether that engagement or collateral pledge is of 
any force at all even as against the administrator, 
but certainly it is of no validity as against the 
heir. Now, Mr. Broderick may have declared 
that he had no relatives, many times; but Mr. 
Broderick’s declaration does not prove the matter 
one way oranother. He is said to have left a 
will, at least we have notice of contestation as to 
the succession to his estate; and, under these cir- 
cumstances, without waiting any reasonable ume 
to see the event of that litigation, we are asked to 
pay this amount of money. It was not an assign- 
ment of money due. It wasa pledge of collateral 
security of salary notearned. As I said, the at- 
tempt ts made, in defiance of the unanimous opin- 
ion, @s itappears, of two standing committees of 
the Senate, to pass it upon the last day. I say it 
is a disgrace to our legislation. 
proper to pay this gentleman, but, at any rate, 
it should not be put forward in this way. 
that the resolution lie on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on taking up the resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
now is on the adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. PUGH. 


The question 


It may turn ont || Cc ; 
| from Delaware rises to a privileged question, and 
l move || 


_ not prevent the consideration of the joint resolu- 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || 


taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 12; as follows: | 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Brown, Chandler, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Hemphill, iverson, Kennedy, King, Pearce, Rice, 
Simmons, Sumner, Ten Fyck, Wade, and Wilson—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, Chesnut, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Powell, Pugh, Saulsbury, Se- 
bastian, Slidell, and Wigfall—12. 


So the resolution was passed. 

POINT COUPEE PARISH, : 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that Senate bill No. 
258, which has come back from the House with 
a clerical amendment—merely the alteration of 
some figures—be now taken up, and the amend- 
ment concurred in. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the amendment of the Housc | 
to the bill (S. No. 258) to grant to the parish of | 
Point Coupee, Louisiana, certain tracts of land in 
said parish, which was, in line eight, to strike out 
‘*twenty-four’’ and ‘‘twenty-five,”’? and insert 
‘*twenty-three’’ and ** twenty-four.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the Sen- 
ate to take up joint resolution No. 39, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Interior to purchase certain 
books. This is the same matter which was re- | 
ferred to the other day. I want the letter of the 
Secretary of the Interior read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Arkansas 
to take up the joint resolution (S. No. 35) author- 
izing the Secretary of the Interior to purchase 
certain books. 

Mr. KING. I suppose a single objection does 


tion. Ifitdid, [de not know that | would make | 
it. Iam opposed to taking up or passing the 


certain books for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Before the mo- | 
tion is put to the Senate, I wish to say one word, 
which may be a source of some satisfaction to 
the Senator from New York. It is this: I shall 





simply ask, after it is taken up, for the reading || 


of the letter of the Secretary of the Interior, which | 
will show the importance of it; and if then there | 
is oppusition, and debate arises, I shall yield it 
at once and drop it, 
Mr. KING. I will state my understanding of 
it. It isa compilation of the land laws and de- | 
cisions, and | dare say a very useful book, which | 
has been compiled by a clerk in the Department; 


/and he has obtained,as a matter of favor, a letter | 


_ of money contrary to law in the case of the estate 


from the Department, and a recommendation. I | 
dare say it is a very good book, but my objection 
is to the purchase of books. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to take up the resolution. 

The question being taken on a division, there 
were—ayes nine, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
yeas and nays. 
another way. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. [VERSON. Will the Chair be so kind as 
to let us know what the question is? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Arkansas 
to take up for consideration a joint resolution re- 
lating to the purchase of certain books. 

Mr. BAYARD. Idesire to make a metion for 
reconsideration, which, I believe, is a privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the resolution 
adopted by the Senate in reference to the payment 


Teall for the 
The Senate can dispose of it in 


of Mr. Broderick. e 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


moves to reconsider the vote agreeing to the res- 
olution in reference to the payment, from the con- | 


' tingent fund, of what may be due to the late Mr. | 


The question | 
| Arkansas. 
That resolution is required, by | 


the rules, to be passed by the yeas and nays, be- | 


ing & resolution to pay money out of the contin- 
gent fund. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Uponthisques- 
tion the yeas and nays are demanded. 


| 


Broderick. That motion will be entered, and the 
Secretary will call the roll on the motion to take 
up the resolution indicated by the Senator from 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Before the roll 
is called, in order to save time, I will pay m 
acknowledgments to the Senator from New ork 
éor the pertinacity with which he has opposed 
this thing, and will withdraw any application to 
take it up. 


E. 











June 25, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mou, 
ean be withdrawn by common consent, the oo 
and nays having been ordered. The Chair ean 
no objection. —. 


HON. DAVID C. BRODERICK. 
Mr. BAYARD. I now make the motion to 


reconsider the resolution relative to paying th» 
assignee of the estate of Mr. Broderick. ie Fe 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Did you vote in the ag; 
ative? 
Mr. BAYARD. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Let us call it up and hay 
it settled. 4 
Mr. BAYARD. I have made this motion }. 
cause, it seems to me, the resolution has Nose 
passed directly in the face of an existing law, 4 
bill was introduced at the commencement of this 
session authorizing the payment which is now 
aon to be made out of the contingent fund 
y a single resolution of the Senate. That bil] 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
They made a very elaborate report upon it to the 
Senate, and I think on perfectly correct grounds. 
that, though this money is due to Mr. Broderick’; 
estate, it could not be anticipated by way of mort. 
gage; that the attempt was to sanction an act 
which was not recognized as legal in any courts 
of justice that I know of, and certainly is in the 
face of an existing law. The act of Congress 
under which compensation was paid directs that 
in the event of the death of the party, and the 
compensation is accruing, when the time of pay- 
ment comes the payment is to be made to the 
widow, if there isa widow; and if there js no 
widow, to the heirs-at-law. The mortgage in this 
case was executed antecedent to any portion of 
the money accruing. ‘The fund is not payable to 
the party. It was not payable to Mr. Broderick, 
It is not the individual case that governs meat 
all in any way; but I think the precedent an ex- 
cessively dangerous one that the Senate of the 
United States should direct money to be paid out 
of its contingent fund directly in the face of the 
law which Congress has chosen to adopt as to the 
mode in which members are to be paid. Thatis 
what they have done. I had no expectation that 


rm- 


| this question would come up again before the Sen- 


ate. Why was not the bill called up this session 
that was reported back adversely? Why not take 
that up? Why not legislate upon this question 
fairly, instead of attempting, by the action of the 
Senate alone, to violate the law of the land? That 
is what it comes to. You have no authority to 
direct this money to be paid to any one but the 
heirs-at-law. Who are the heirs-at-law? Have 
the creditors aright to take it?) No. They can- 
not come and claim from you, because the money 
is not payable to the deceased, and never was. 
He did not live; and, in the event of death, the 
law says the money shall be paid to the widow, 
if there is one, and if there is no widow it is to be 
paid to his heirs-at-law; and under that comes up 
a question between devisees and heirs-at-law. ft 
is aclaim that would not be allowed under any 
rinciple of Jaw that exists in any State of this 
Union: and yet the Senate undertake to make that 
payment. If you make it, you make it in your 
own wrong. If you make it, you make a liability 
to the devisees of that estate or the heirs-at-law to 
claim payment back again. 

I have no objection to the payment of the just 
debts of any man. I think they ought to be paid 
I know, from all that I have heard in this case, 
they can be paid by the party going to California 
to getit. Itisa just debt; but the question 1s 
this: the petitioner asks that we shall anticipate 
the law ofthe land merely for his convenience, 
because it would be inconvenient for him to go 
California to claim the money there. That is the 
whole case. We are asked, in violation of great 
principles of law, by a resolution of the Senate, 
to allow money to be paid here which does not 
belong to this party at all; and yet he can recover 
by taking the ordinary course belonging to every 


_ one else, by going and claiming the money where 


the party died intestate, and where the estate 
rests. . 

Mr. President, I am ata loss to conceive upo? 
what possible ground this can be done. This! 
not to prevent the money being paid as due by 
the Government. Itis not to deprive the creditor 
of his just debt. Ido not wish to do that. He 
has his claim and his right; but it is for the mere 
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